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jp that case before the Senate, and would be af- 
jected by the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. MERRICK said they would not be involved 
ig the motion a whit more than aay other amend- 
ments whicb gentlemen might intend to offer. - 

Mr. CRITTENDEN asked if it was in order 
for gentlemen to catechise the Chair as to the 
course to be pursued with regard tv something in- 
ended to be done? 

The question was then called for on Mr. Mer- 
gicx’s motion to lay the whole on the table; and it 
was decided in the affirmative—yeas 24, nays 23, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Choate, 
Coorad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Hender- 
con, Huntington, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter 
simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, White, and 
Woodbridge—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby. Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Fulton, King, Linn, McDuffie, McRoberts, Mangum, 
Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, 
Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young— 
B. 


Mr. RIVES ‘her submitted his resolutions (which 
will be found in the proceedings of Febiuary 18) 
asa substantive proposition. They lie over one 
day, under the rule. 

Mr. LINN submitted a resolution, that the daily 
hour of meeting after Saturday next shall be at 11 
o'clock, 2. m., for the remainder of the session, in- 
stead of 12. 

The resolution lies over til! to-morrow. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, the Senate went 
jntoexecutive sessivn; aud, afier some time spent 
therein, adjourned. 
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mon Thayer and 62 other citizens of Lubec, 

Maine, praying Congress for such an alteration of 

our commercial relations with foreign Govern- 

ments as shall give to the navigation of the United 

Siales terms of just reciprocity; which was referred 

. ihe Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
pion, 

Also, the petition of M..G. Buck and 76 other 
citizens of Bucksport, Maine, praying Congress to 
impose an additional duty on sawed lumber, fire- 
wood, fish, &c., from the British provinces; which 
was referred to the Committee cf Ways and 
Means. 

Mr. WARD presented a petition of 400 mer- 
chants and workingmen of New York and Brook- 
lyn, in favor of Gilbert's floating dry-dock: refer- 
red to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. OLIVER presented the petition of Nathan 
Beard, asking to be paid for $5,606 of continental 
currency, received for services rendered during the 
revolutionary war in 1777 and 1778—the said con- 
Unental currency being of no value. 

Mr. REYNOLDS presented the memorial and 
Tesolulions of the General Assembly of the State 
of Illinois, stating the following facts: That certain 
cilizens of Macon county and the vicinity, reside 
in the interior of the State, and are located 80 
miles from the navigation of the Illinois river, and 
130 from that of he Wabash. These citizens re- 
side on and near the cross railroad route, extending 
from the Illinois river, at Naples, by Springfield, 

seat of Government of the State, to the eastern 
tder of the State, to meet the Indiana canal and 
railroad at Covington, which communicates to 
Lake Erie, through Indiana and Odio. The me- 
morial states further, that the abovenamed com- 
munication in Indiana and Ohio is completed for 
235 miles, and will be finished in Indiana during 
this year from Lafayette to Covington, which is in 
the direction of the cross railroad route in Hlinois. 
18 communication completed, a direct inland 
channel for the commerce of the most fertile re- 
ston of country in the Union would be established 


from the navigable waters of the Mississippi to 


Mr. LOWELL presented the petition of Solo- ~ 








Lake Erie, and by Buffalo to the cities of New 
York and Boston. This communication would 
shorten the distance from the Mississippi to Lake 
Erie several thousand miles less than the route by 
Chicago, Mackinack, and Detroit. 

The memorial further shows that the country 
adjacent to this northern cross railroad is the most 
fertile iu Illinois, and the farmers already raise a 
great surplus of products in it; but the location is 
so far from the means of transporting this surplus 
to market, that the crops are rotting on the hands 
of the farmers. Itis also stated, that some con- 
siderable portion of ihe public Jands are yet un- 
sold on this route. It is also stated that this 
improvement is nationa!, exiending from the 
Mississippi to Boston; and that similar public 
works in the Siates ef Indiana and Ohio have re- 
ceived donations in land trom the General Gov- 
ernment, to aid the 8 ates in such improvements. 
The memorial gocs further, and says, ihat the price 
of the public lands will be enhanced in value more 
than double by the construction of this road in 
Illinois; and, in consideration of these facts, the 
resolutions of the Legislature pray that every al- 
ternate section of the public land along the route 
in Illinois, be granted to the State, to aid in the 
completion of this public improvement. The 
reserved land will be enhanced more in valve by 
the donation, than the whole is at present. The 
memorial and resolutions were reierred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands in the House 
of Representatives; and they are so just and 
reasonable, tha! no doubt a favorable action will 
be had on them, if the lateness of the session does 
not prevent il, as there is not much more than two 
weeks of the session yet unexpired. 

On motion of Mr. PENDLETON, a memorial 
some time since presented by him, in relation to 
steamboat explosions, was ordered to be printed. 


CLERKS EMPLOYED BY THE GOVERN- 
MENT. 


Mr. G. DAVIS rose, and submitted the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved; That the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy, 
andthe Postmaster General, report to this House the number, 
classes, and compensation of persons employed in their several 
departments, respectively, on the Ist day of January, 1839, and 
on the Ist day of January, 1543; distinguishing, by bureaus, 
where they exist in the department. 


Mr. FILLMORE said it appeared to him that a 
useless expense would be incurred by the adoption 
of that resolution; and it was especially unneces- 
sary, as all the information which it woald call for 
was already published in public documents. 

Mr. G. DAVIS said if it was in the public doc- 
uments, it would take so much less time to collect 
it in the shape which he proposed. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, in the present state of 
the national treasury, they should save all the ex- 
pense they possibly could. 

Mr. BOWNE asked if that debate was in order. 

The SPEAKER was understood to reply in the 
negative. 

Mr. BOWNE then objected to it, and to the re- 
ception of the resolution. 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the reception of his resolution. 

The motion to suspend was agreed to, and the 
resolution was adopted. 


THE TARIFF. 


Mr. READ said for two months he had been 
appealing to the House to place on the journal a 
resolution which he had offered on a very import- 
antsubject. It was a subject of the deepest im- 
portance, and one on which the House ought to 
have acted at the commencement of the session— 
he alluded to a modification of the tariff. He ad- 
mitted that he did not now, at this late period of 
the session, expect that the House would act on that 
subjec'; but he desired that his proposition should 
go on the journal. [Objections were made in va- 
rious parts of the hall] He continued: if it were 
objected to, he would object to everything out of 





2 


mmm 





Votume 12-+--No. 19 


order to the end of the session. [Laughter.] For 
two months he had been offering his resolution, but 
without effect. 

Mr. STANLY objected to the continuation of 
the gentleman’s argument. 

Mr. READ said he was not arguing the ques- 
tion. 

Mr. STANLY insisted that the gentleman was 
arguing it. 

[Cries of “Read the resolution.”’] 

‘The Clerk read it accordingly, as follows: 


Whereas the act of Congress entitled “An act to provide reve- 
nue from impotts, and to change and modify existing lawa im- 
posing duties on imports, and for other purposes,”’ passed 30th 
August, 1842, having been paased in the Seay and confusion of 
the last day ofa session, and therefore greatly defective, not 
only in its details, but in some of its principles; impusing pro- 
hibitory duties on a great variety of articles, thereby so far de- 
feating itself, both in regard to revenue and protection—the tat- 
ter, by administering a powerful stimulant to the smuggling 
trade; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill, sup- 
plementary to the said act of the 30th August last, based upon 
the following principles, viz: 

1. To provide an adequate revenue for the economical ad- 
ministration of the Government, and no more--say from twenty 
to twenty-three millions. 

2. Articles classed as “necessaries of life,"’ and entering into 
genegal consumption, of a description not groton or produced 
inthe United States, to be admitted free of duty. 

3. Articles imported, coming in competition with those grown 
or produced in the United States, to be taxed so as to give am- 
ple proteciion to our farmers, planters, manufacturers, and me- 
chanics. 

4. The measure of such protection to be, in all cases, so much 
duty as will make the cost of the foreign article in our markets 
equal to the cost of production in the United States, and no 
more: thuss bringing the foreign and American manufacturer 
into our markets on a footing of perfect equality, increasing 
the supply in proportion to the demand, and thereby reducing 
the price to the consumer. 

5. If it should be found necessary to impose higher duties for 
revenue than are required by the said measure of protection, 
in such case luzuries to pay a higher duty than necessaries. 

6. No drawback to be allowed on foreign sugars refined in 
the United States, nor on spirits distilled from foreign mo- 
lasses. 

7. No drawback to be allowed in any case, except on goods 
imported and cooly entered for exportation, and actually ex- 
ported within ninety days from the time of importation. 

8. All duties to be paid in cash at the time of importation. 

9. All duties to be levied on the true value of the goods in 
the principal ports of the United States; the vaiuation to be 
made, in the first instance, by the collector of the port; and, if 
the importer shall appeal, the value to be finally ascertained 
by a board of commissioners, to be appointed for that pur- 
pose. 


Mr. BRONSON interrupted the reading of the 
resolutions, and objected to their reception. 

Mr. READ moved a suspension of the rules, 

an on this he called for the yeas and nays. 

The House did not order the yeas and nays. 

Mr. READ made some remarks on the course 
he was desirous to pursue; but his observations 
were not heard at the reporter’s desk. 

The motion to suspend the rules was then nega- 
lived. 





RETRENCHMENT. 


On the motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, the 
Select Committee on Retrenchment, appointed on 
the 3d day of February last, was authorized to send 
tor persons and papers, .and to examine witnesses 
on oatb. 


THE WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


Mr. J. P. KENNEDY submitted a resolution 
to make bill No. 730 (being a bill making provi- 
sion for the warehousing of imported goods) the 
special order for Tuesday, the 21st instant. 

Mr. HOPKINS objected, and said he hoped they 
would have no more special orders during this 
sessiun. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY moved a suspension of 
the rules; but it was not agreed to. 


BILL No. 548. 


Mr. FILLMORE inquired what the order of the 
day was. 

The SPEAKER replied, House bill No. 548. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
iteelf into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. The motion was agreed to, and Mr. 
Uxperwoop took the chair. A 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the committee pro- 
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ceed with the consideration of the bill on which the 
commitiee was yesterday engaged. 

The motion was agreed to; and the amendment 
of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Weer] offered 
yesterday, to reduce the per diem of Senators from 
$6 to $5, was negatived. 

The following amendment of another gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. Hastinas) was offered yesterday: 


Strike out all after the word “assembled”’ in the second line, 
and ineert: 

That from and” after the commencement of the pre:ent ses. 
sion, on the 6th day of December last, and henceforwaid, each 
member of the House of Representatives and Senate ef the 
United States shall receive, duriig the sessions of Congress, 
six dojlars a day, and four dollars for every twenty miles 
travel by the usual routes to and from the seat of Government. 
And that each member of future Congresses, on taking the 
oath to support the Constitution of the United States, do, at the 
same time, pledge his honor, in presence of the House or 
Senate, (to whichever he may belong,) that he will atrictly 
confine the franking privilege in his own person to the exer- 


eive of his official duties, but may extend it in the broadest lib- 
erty to giving every information through public documents, 
and all other rmatter in hie capacity of Representative, to his 
Constituents and (he country. 

And be it further enacted, That, from and after the passage 
of this bill, the private soldiers of the army of the United Statce, 
and the sailors and marines of the navy of the United States, 
ehall have one dollar a month added to their present pay. 

And bewt further enacted, That all laws or parts of laws 


conflicting with this act be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

This amendment was also negatived. 

Mr. T. W. WILLIAMS offered a substitute for 
ali that portion of the bill relating to the pay and 
mileage of members of Congress, providing for a 
reduction of mileage, and a computation of dis- 
tance according to the Post Office books. 

The amendment was rejected—ayes 31, noes not 
oounted, 

The second section was then read. It relates 
to the pay and mileage of the members of the 
House of Representatives. , 

Mr. MALLORY offered the same amendment 
which was adopted on yesterday in relation to the 
mileage of Senators, providing that no member 
shall receive a greater aggregate of mileage than 
$300 at each session of Congress. 

Mr. ARNOLD rose to a point of order. He 
contended that, inasmuch as the amendment of the 
gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Homes, ] 
cutting off mileage altogether, had been adopted, 
this proposition would make the section incongru- 
ous, and was, therefore, inadmissible. 

The CHAIR remarked that it was true that the 
proposition would make the bill inconsistent in its 
provisions; but it was not for the Chair to judge in 
such a matter. It remained with the committee to 
put the bill in any form they thought preper. 

Tellers (Messrs. Pope and A. V. Brown) were 
appointed, and reported ayes 58, noes 65. 

So the amendment of Mr. Mattory was re- 
jected. 

{The effect of this vote is to limit the mileage of 
Senators to $300 a session, whilst that of members 
of the House remains unrestricted.]} 

The amendment of the select committee, redu- 
cing the mileage to $6 for every 20 miles travel, 
was adopted. Also, the next amendment, prohib- 
iting any member from receiving pay when ab- 
sent from the House, unless such absence be certi- 
fied to be occasioned “by sickness of himself or 
family, or by leave of the House.” 

Mr. McKENNAN offered the following amend- 
ment, to be inserted in lieu of the 2d section. He 
said that, if it should be adopted, the first section 
might be similarly amended or stricken out: 


Strike out the second section, and insert after the enacting 
clause of the bill: 


That, in lieu of the daily pay and mileage now allowed, by 
law, to the Senators and members of the House of Representa- 
tives, each Senator, Representative, and Delegate, shall hereaf- 
ter be entitled to,recetve eight dollars per day for every day he 
shall be in attendance, and six (altered afterwards to four) dol- 
lars for every 20 miles’ travel, by the most usual route from his 
Yesidence to and from the seat of Government, in all cases where 
the session of Congress shall continue no longer than three 
{subsequently changed to five] months. If the session shall be 
extended any time longer, and not exceeding two months, each 
Senator, Representative, and Delegate, shall receive six dollars 
per day for the additiona) time; and if the session shall be pro- 
tracted longer than five [subsequently altered to seven) months, 
each Senator and member of the House shall receive four dol- 
lars perday for the remainder of the session. Ifany Senator 
or member of the House shall be detained by sickness on hia 
journey to or from the meeting of Congress, or, after his arrival 
atthe seat of Government, shall be prevented, by sickneas, from 
attendance in the Senate or House, he shall be entitled to the 
same daily allowance. The President protem. of the Senate, 
when the Vice President shall be absent, or when the office of 
Vice President shall be vacant, shall receive double the daily 
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pay to which he is entitled as a Senator for every day he shall 
attend the Senate; and the Speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives shall receive double the daily pay to which he is entitled 
as a Representative for one? day he shall attend the House: 
Provided, That it shall bethe duty of each Senator and Repre- 
sentative, and Delegate, before his account ia settled and certi- 
fied, to state the number of days he has been actually in attend- 
ance in the Benate or the Houee; and also the number of days 
he has been absent; and whether said abeence has been owing 
to sickness or otherwise; and, unless such absence shail have 
been caused by sickness of himself or family, or by leave of the 
Senate og House, his daily pay for the time when he was thus 
absent out cause shall be deducted from his account. 


Mr. FILLMORE suggested a modification. He 
thought that the end of five months sheuld be fixed 
as the period for the commencemest of the reduc- 
tion of the per diem. 

Mr. McKENNAN accepted the modification. 
The amendment was, by his direction, so altered 
as to make the first reduction of pay at the end of 
five months, and the second reduction at the end of 
seven months. 

Mr. COWEN offered an amendment to this 
amendment, regulating the manner of computing 
mileage, but subsequently withdrew it. 

Mr. GILMER offered an amendment, the effect 
of which would be to fix the pay of members at $4 
per day afier the first five months of any session. 
The amendment was lost—ayes 64, noes 66. 

Mr. SLADE offered an amendment, to make the 
per diem of members of Congress eight dollars for 
the first five months of the session, and after that 
five dollars. Rejected—ayes 30, noes not counted. 

Mr. J.C. CLARK offered an amendment to the 
amendment, to insert in the 8th line of the 2d sec: 
tion, the words “unless he shall have travelled the 
entire distance for which such mileage is claimed,” 
so as to make the clause read: Provided, That no 
Senator, Representative, or Delegate, shall be al- 
lowed for mileage a sum exceeding six dollars per 
day from the end of one session to the time of 
bis taking his seat atthe next session, unless he 
shall have travelled the entire distance for which 
such mileage is claimed.” 

This amendment was adopted. 

The question on the amendment of Mr. McKen- 
NAN, as amended, was then put, and the vote re- 
sulted in ayes 88, noes 30. 

No quorum voting, another count was taken, re- 
sulting in ayes 94, noes 30. 

So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. McKENNAN then moved to strike out the 
firstand second sections, in order to make the bill 
correspond with the amendment. 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved to strike out the word 
“four,” and insert ‘“‘six,” in the second section; 
but the Chair decided that it was not in order. 

Mr. J. C. CLARK moved to amend the amend- 
ment of the committee, in the 7th line of the sixth 
section, by inserting after the words “one thou- 
sand,” the words “two hundred and fifty;” so as to 
confine the reduction to salaries above $1,250. Re- 
jected—ayes 50, noes not counted. 

Mr. J.C. CLARK offered an amendment to the 
same section, in the 34th line, confining the reduc- 
tion of the pay and emoluments of officers of the 
army and navy to those whose pay and emolu- 
ments exceed $2,000: rejected, 

Mr. PENDLETON offered an amendment, con- 
fining the reduction of the pay of officers of the 
army ard navy to those whose pay and emoluments 
exceed $1,500: rejected. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the proviso 
of the fifth section, by striking out the following 
words: 

“That no salaried civil officer of the Government shall re- 
ceive any other pay for his services than what is allowed by 
said salary.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MOORE moved to amend the fifth section, 
so as to make the 20 per cent. reduction apply to 
salaries of $2,000. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CHAS. BROWN submitted an amendment 
to change the scale of reduction, but in what pre- 
cise Way Was not heard. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Other not very material amendments were sub- 
mitted by Messrs. A. H. H. STUART, J. P. KEN- 
NEDY, FILLMORE, J. R. INGERSOLL, WM. 
0. BUTLER, CHAS. BROWN, and others. 

Mr. McKEON offered an amendment, striking 





ee 
out the clause by which the diplomatic corps sery. 
ing abroad were excepted from the operation ¢ 
the reduction: rejected. . 

Verbal amendments were offered b essrs 
ARNOLD and FiLLMORE, and adopted, 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to insert a ploy; 
So, preventing all officers who shall be “wai, 
orders,” or “on leave,” from being excepted from 
the operation of the reduction: rejected, 

Mr. McKENNAN moved that the words “imo 
handred dollars” be inserted after the words ‘on, 
thousand,” in the clause limiting the operation of 
reduction, so as to cause no reduction to take Place 
unless upon salaries of $1,200 and upwards, in. 
— of $1,000, as at present provided for: reject 
ed. ° 

Mr. CHAS. BROWN offered an amendmen, 
the effect of which would be to reduce the pay of 
midshipmen in the navy and cadets at the Military 
Academy 20 per cent. By the bill, as it now 
stands, their pay will not be affected. The ameng. 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. McKENNAN offered an amendmen; 
(which was subsequently withdrawn,) Providing 
that officers whose salaries exceed $6,000 shal! be 
reduced 30 per cent. 

Mr.S. MASON gave notice that he shoul 
move, when the committee rose, to non-concur jn 
the amendment by which the mileage was reduced 
to $4 for every twenty miles. He wished the mile. 
age fixed at $6 for every twenty miles. 

Mr. GWIN inquired if it was in order to offer 
a substitute for the whole bill. 

The CHAIR. Not now. 

Mr. GILMER offered an amendment, the ef. 
fect of which is to abolish the offices of recorder 
and solicitor of the General Land Office, and to 
provide that the duties now performed by those 
officers shall be performed by the Commissioner of 
the Genera! Land Office, and such of his clerks as 
he may assign. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that a bill bad al- 
ready been passed, which assigned other duties 
(those now performed by the President’s private 
secretary) to the recorder of the Land Office. 

Mr. GILMER said there was no probability 
that such a bill would pass the Senate. 

The amendment was then adopted—ayes 78, 
noes 55. , 

Mr. MALLORY offered an amendment, pro- 
viding that no portion of the bill shall bave the ef- 
fect of reducing the salary of avy officer of a 
higher rank and ef a longer standing, below that 
of his junior of lower rank and of a more recent 
date: rejected 

Mr. MERIWETHER again attempted, in vain, 
to have adopted a provision excepting officers on 
leave, and wailing orders, from the exemption 
from the reduction which is made to apply toall 
whose pay is above $1,000. 

Mr. J.C. CLARK offered an amendment, pro: 
viding that all officers whose salaries are between 
$1,000 and $2,000, shall be reduced ten per cent. 
and all above $2,000, twenty per cent.: rejected. 

The question then recurred on the 5th sectiot 
of the bill as amended, and the same was adopied. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER offered the following 
amendment to the bill, to be inserted as an adii- 
tional section: 


“ Be it further enacted, That the army and navy be reduced: 
the army by companies, according to date, the oldest first, shall 
be discharged, till it be reduced to four regiments. The off 
cers, field and staff, shall be discharged according to grade, by 
date of commissions, the oldest first, till there shall be left the 
number requisite to the organization and command of the four 
rn a The navy shall be reduced by disbanding seames 

officers, according to date of service and priority of com: 
missions, till there shall remain in the service only six vesels 
of war, with the requisite number of men and officers to man 
the same; andit shall be the duty of theSecretary of the Navy 
to take the necessary steps to put the vessels so dischas in 
the best preservation possible, and at the least expense. 


Mr. READ called for a division of the questiot 
on the amendment. , 

The first part, relating to the army, was rejected. 

The second part, relating to the navy, was 
rejected. 

Mr. GILMER nioved to strike out the words 
“militating against,” and insert ‘conflicting wild, 
in the repealing clause of the bill; so as (0 mm rf 
it,read ‘‘all acts and parts of acts conflicting ¥! 
this act are hereby repealed.” Agreed to. 
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Mr. CLIFFORD offered an amendment, the ef- 


fect of which, if adopted, would bave been to abol- 
ishfth JAilitary Academy at West Point after the 
jst of September next. Rejected. 

Mr. McCKENNAN moved to strike out the first 
section of the bill, so as to make it correspond with 
the amendments that bad been adopted: agreed to 
wihoutadivisiopn, 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia inquired whether the 
pill, as it Stood, applied to the officers of the House 
and the public grounds, as it was doubted by some 
qhether they were included in the designation of 
vofficers of the Government.” 

[“Certainly; certainly; answered by several.] 

Mr. GWIN then offered his substitute, as fol- 
ows: 


4 BILL to retrench the expenditures of the Government of the 
United States. 


Be it enacted Ly the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That, from and after the 30th day of June next, the pay and 
emoluments of all offices existing on the 4th day of March, (in- 
clusive,) 1825, under the Government of the United States, 
whether civil, military, or naval, which have been increased 
since that period, shall be reduced to the rate at which they 
then were: Provided, That, in every case where the pay and 
emoluments of any office have been reduced since the 4th day of 
March, 1825, this act shall not be so construed as to change such 
reduction. 

Sec. 2, And be it further enacted, That, from and after the 
9th day of June next, the pay and emoluments of every office 
under the Government ofthe United States, whether civil, mili- 
tary, ornaval, created eince the 4th of March, 1825, shall be re- 
duced at the rate of twenty per centum. 

Sgc. 3. And be it further enacted, That no officer under 
the Government of the United States shall be allowed any extra 
compensation whatever. 

Sec,4. And be it further enacted, That, whenever the ses- 
sion of Conzress shall be protracted beyond five months, the 
per diem pay of the members thereof, thereafter, shal! be ai the 
rate of four dollars. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all laws and parts 
of laws inconsistent with this act be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to amend the 
amendment of Mr. Gwin, by striking out all after 


the enacting Clause, and inserting the foilowing: 


That from and after the 30th of June next, there shall be 
reduced twenty per centum from the amount of pay or com- 
pensation allowed to officers of the navy, or other persons em- 
ployed in the naval service, whose compensation was fixed or 
iocreased by virtueof the act of the 3d of March, 1835, entitled 
“An act to regulate the pay of the navy of the United States,” 
or since that ume. 

That there shall be reduced, from and after the 30th of June 
next, 20 per Centum from the pay or compensation of officers 
of thearmy, or other persons employed in the military service, 
whose pay or Compensation was fixed or increased by virtue 
ofan actentitied “An act to increase the military establishment 
of the United States, and for other purposes,’ approved 5th 
July, 1838; or whose pay has been increased since the Ist of 
January, 1835. And that it shall not in future be lawful to 
allow double rations to any officer or person in the military 
service of the United States, nor shall it be lawful in future to 
allow commutation pay in lieu of fuel and quarters. 

That all persons in the civil employment of the Government, 
whose compensation exceeds twelve hundred dollars, and 
whose compensation has been fixed or increased since the Ist 
of January, 1835, shall be reduced 20 per centum from and after 
the 30tb of June next. 

That it shall not hereafter be lawful to allow to any cfficer 
or person in the employment of the Government, any extra or 
additional compensation for or on account of any service rea- 
dered the United States, of whatever kind or nature it may be. 


The question being taken on Mr, Cave Jonn- 
son’s amendment, it was rejected. 

Mr. MEDILL moved to amend the amendment 
of Mr. Gwin, by striking out all after the enact- 
ing clause, and inserting the following: 


That, from and after the 4th day of March, A. D. 1843, the per 
diem allowance, salary, or oiler compensation of Senators, 
Representatives, and Deiegates in Congress, and of all officers, 
of other persons elected or appointed by, or in any way serving 
'n either branch thereof, shal! be, and the same is hereby, re- 
duced one fourth, or twenty-five per centum on the amount 
how authorized and received; and the mileage of Senators, 
Representatives, and Delegates, shall be reduced one-fourth for 
‘he first five hundred miles, one-half for the secund five hun- 

ted miles, and three-fourths fur any distance that they may 
be required to travel over one thousand miles. 

Suc. 2 And be it further enacted, That, from and after the 
said 4th day of March, A. D. 1843, the salary, pay, fees, emolu- 
ments, perquisites, or other compensation, by whatever name 
the same may be called or known, of all officersand other per- 
sons in the service or employment of the Federa! Government, 
other than those embraced in the firet section of this act, 
whether in the civil, military, naval, judiciary, or other de- 
pariment thereof, (excepting those who are requited to reside 
abroad in the diplomatic service of the country, and such asare 
protected by the Constitution.) shall be, and the same are 

teby, altered and reduced from that now prescribed and fixed 

y law, as follows; that isto say: Where the salary, pay, fees, 
emoluments, perquisites, or other compensation of any one in. 

vidual now amount to or exceed three thousand dollars per 
‘anum, the same shall be reduced thirty per centum on the 
present amount; where the salary, pay, fees, emoluments, per- 
Guisites, or other compensation of any one individual now 
amount to fifteen hundred dollars, and are less than three 
thousand dollars per annum, the same shall be reduced twenty 
Pet Centum on the present amount; and where the salary, pay, 
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fees, emoluments, perquisites, or other compensation of any 
one individual now amount to seven hundred dollars, ai! are 
less than fifteen hundred dollars per annum, the same shall be 
reduced ten per centum on the present amount; Provided, 
That the compensation of no person now receiving less than 
seven hundred dollars per annum shall be affected by this 
act. 

Sx0.3. And de it further enacted, That no extra allowance 
or compensation of any kind, not expressly granted and author- 
ized by Jaw, shall be paid to any officer of, or other person in 
the service or employment of the Federal Government, and any 
of the departments thereof, in any form, or under any pretence 
whatever. 


Sc. 4. And be it further enacted, That ail laws, and parts 
of laws, inconsistent with this act, be, and the eame are hereby, 
repealed, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Menitw’s 
amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. HUNT then offered his substitute, which 
was copied into yesterday’s proceedings as an 
amendment to the amendment of Mr. Gwin; but, 
on taking the question, it was negatived. 

Mr. WILLIAMSof Connecticut then offered, as 
an amendment to the amendment of Mr. Gwin, a 
proviso, thatthe mileage of members of Congress 
shall be estimated by the shortest mail route, or 
according to the Post Office book of distances, from 
the places of their residence to the seat of Govern- 
ment; but the amendment was rejected. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Gwin's 
amendmen}; and it was also rejected. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the committee rise, 
and report the bill. 

Mr. BOTTS moved to strike out the enacting 
clause, 

Mr. ARNOLD insisted upon his motion, and 
that the gentleman from Virginia bad not the floor 
to make his motion. . 

Mr. BOTTS said that he wonld not insist on 
his motion; but would move to amend the motion 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, so as to read that 
the committee rise, and report the bill to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut then renewed 
his amendment as to the mode of computing 
the mileage of members of Congress, as an original 
amendment. It was read as follows: 

“And that the mileage, in all cases, shall be estimated or com. 
puted by the shortest mail route, according to the Post Office 
book of distances, from theseat of Guvernment to the post of 
fice nearest the residence of each Senator, Representative, or 
Delegate; and thatthe same rule, in computing al! distances, 
shallapply to all other persons to whom travel is,or may be, 
allowed.” 

Mr. W. B. CAMPBELL moved to amend the 
amendment, so as to make the same mode of com. 
puting mileage apply to all persons receiving mile- 
age from the Government. 

Mr. WILLIAMS cof Connecticut accepted the 
amendment as a modification of that offered by 
him; and the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. ARNOLD asked how the Chair had got rid 
of his motion that the committee rise? 

The CHAIR said that it had been superseded 
by amendments subsequently offered. 

Mr. McKAY proposed to amend, by striking 
out that part which related to the compensation of 
members, and inserting a substitute which he had 
prepared, which was understood, in effect, to bea 
section to repeal all lawson the subject of compen- 
sation, leaving the next Congress to fix the sum 
for themselves. 

The amendment was not adopted. 

Mr. BOTT'SS then moved to amend the motion of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Arwotp,]} 
that the committee rise and report the bill to the 
House, by the addition of instructions that the bill 
be rejected. 

Tellers were then called for, and Mr. M. A. 
Cooper and Mr. Houston were appointed; and 
they reported 38 in the affirmative; the negative 
was not taken. 

The amendment was not adopted. 

Mr. BOTTS said he was desirous to see how 
many members expected to come back to the next 
Conaress. : 

Mr. MATHIOT irquired if the 38 gentleme 
expected to come back? 

Mr. BOTTS was undersfood te say that he sup- 
posed they did. 

Fhe committee then rose and reported the bill to 
the House 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend an amend- 
ment of the committee, by changing the compensa- 
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tion for mileage from §4 to $6; and on this he 
moved the previous question, so that the House 
might get to other business. 

Mr. BARNARD asked if that was in order. 


The SPEAKER (amidst much confusion) was 
understood to say it was. 


Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked if it was not in 


order to move to print the bill, withall its amend- 
ments. 


The SPEAKER said it could only be done by 
general consent. ? 


Mr. CUSHING moved ihat the bill be laid on 


the table, and on that he called for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. SMITH again inquired if there was no way 
by which they could get the bill and all its amend- 
ments printed, so that the House might know 
whatit was. [Cries of ‘No, no.”] 

The SPEAKEX replied, that it could only be 
done by general consent. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia urged the necessity of 
printing the bill and its amendments, that they 
might act anderstandingly. 

the SPEAKER sand, if the motion to lay the 
bill on the table should be rejected, the bill might 
be postponed and printed by a vote of the House. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered and taken 
on the motion to lay the bill on the table, and it 
wes rejected—yeas 42, nays 167, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Landatf W. Andrews, Barnard, Barton, 
Black, Botts, Bowne, Bronson, William Butler, John Camp- 
bell, Clinton, Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Cross, Cushing, Fes. 
senden, Howard, Hunt, W. W. Irwin, John P. Kennedy, Lane, 
Lowell, Robert McClellan, Thomas F. Marshall, Oliver, Pearce, 
Pickens, Alexander Randall, Randolph, Saltonstall, Alexander 
H. Hf. Stuart, Taliaferro, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Van Buren, Ward, Edward D. White, Joseph L. White, 
Winthrop, Wise, Wood, and John Young—42, 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, 8. J. Andrews, Arnold, Arring- 
ton, Atherton, Babcock, Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, 
Blair, Boardman, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, 
Burke, Wm. O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Calhoun, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, Thomas J, Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, 
Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, 
Clifford, Coles, Cowen, Cravens, Crawiord, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, 
John C. Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fillmore, John Q. 

‘loyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. L. Foster, Gamble, 
Gates, Genry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, P. G. Goode, William oO. 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Granger, Cireen, Gwin, Hall, Ha!- 
sted, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Henry, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Uubard, Hudson, Hunter, Charies J. Ingersoll, Joseph 
R. Lagersoll, James Irvin, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. 
Joues, Isaac D. Jones, Keim, Andrew Kennedy, King, Lewie, 
Linn, Littlefield, Abraham McClellan, McKay, McKennaa, 
McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, 
John Thomson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, Max- 
well, Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, Mitche!!, Moore, Morgan, 
Moriis, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, 
Partridge, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Rasen Ben- 
jamin Randall, Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridg- 
way, Rodney, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. 
Russell, Sanford, Saunders, Sewell, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, 
Truman Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, 
John T. S:uart, Summers, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, Trip- 
lett, Trott, Trumbul!, Turney, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, 
Wallace, Warren, Washington, Weller, Westbrook, Thomas 
W. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Yorke, and Augustus Young—167. 


The question then recurred on seconding the 
demand for the previous question, and there was a 
second. The main question was ordered to be 
put, and the question was then taken on the 


amendment of Mr. Fittmore, by yeas and nays, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Arnold, Aycrigg, Black, Bowne, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Wm. Butler, William O. Butler, Wil- 
liam B. Campbell, Caruthers, Casey, Chapman, Childs, Col- 
quitt, Cravens, Crawford, Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Doig, 
Everett, Fillmore, Gamble, Gentry, Houston, Howard, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Cave Johnson, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Lewis, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Samson Mason, 
Maxwell, Meriwether, Moore, Morrow, oan Payne, Ran- 
dolph, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, James M. Russell, Sprigg, 
Joha T. Stuart, Summers, Tillinghast, Tripleu, Turney, Un- 

_derwood, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Christo- 
- pher H. Williams, Augustus Young, and John Young—5@. 

NAYS—Measrs. Adams, Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sher- 
lock J. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, Babcock, Baker, Bar- 
ton, Beeson, Bidlack, Birdseye, Blair, Boardman, Botts, d, 
Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, C. Brown, J. Brown, Burke, G@. W. 
Caldwell, Patrick ©. Caldwell, Calhoun, Thomas J. Camp- 
bell, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, James 
Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Eastman, Egbert, Fe Fessen- 
den, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. L. Foster, 
Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Goggio, P. G. Goode, William O. 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Granger, Green, Ha!}, Halsted, Har- 
ris, Hastings, Hays, Heory, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, Hubard, 
Hudson, William W. Irwin, Jack, John WwW. Jones, Isaac D. 
Jones, Keim, Jobn P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Linn, Litide- 
field, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKennan, McK Mallory, 
Marchand, Alfred Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, John Thom- 
son Mason, Mathiot, Matthews, Mattocks, Maynard, Medill, 
Mitchell, Morgan, Morris, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Par- 
menter, Partridge, Pearce, Pendieton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Alexander Randall, Raynex, 
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Read, Reding, Rodney, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Russell, 
James M. Russei Saltonstall, Saunders, Sewell, Siepperd, 
Shields, Truman Smith, Wm. Smit ee Bianly, Steen- 
rod, Swkeiy, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Samter, Tal- 
iaferro, Richard W. Thompson, Tol Trotti, Trumbull, 
Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, Ward, Weller, Westbrook, Jo- 
seph L. White, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop, Wise,” and 
Yorke— 145. 

So the House refused to adopt the amend- 
ment. 

The amendments of the Committee of the Whole 
were then read through, (being the whole bill.) 

Mr. McCKENNAN suggested a verbal amend- 
ment. He moved to strike out the surplus words, 
“by the usual route,” in the clause relating to 
mileage; since that clause now provided that the 
mileage should be computed according to the post 
routes 

Objection was made, and the motion was not en- 
iertained. 

Mr. TURNEY inquired what would be the 
effect of rejecting the amendments of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER said it would throw the House 
back upon the original bill before it was sent to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

The amerdments were then concurred in, with- 
out a division; and the bill, under the operation of 
the previous question, was ordered to its engross- 
ment. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a reconsideration of the 
vole urdering the bill to its engrossment. This 
motion, under the operation of the previous ques- 
ion, was rejected 

The SPEAKER. 
third reading? 

Many members. ‘'Now.” 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia objected to the third 
reacing of the bill at this time, and moved that it 
be printed, in order to enable members to see what 
they were voting on. 

Mr. FILLMORE expressed a strong desire to 
have the bill now disposed of. 

Objection being still made, on the ground that 
the bill was not actually engressed— 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested that 12 o’cleck to- 
morrow be appointed for its third reading, and that 
it be printed in the mean time. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a suspension of the rules, 
in order to have the bill put on its third reading at 
this lime. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked for the yeas and 
nays onthe motion to suspend; but the House, by 
a volte of 24 yeas to 133 nays, (not one-fifth,) re- 
fused to order them. 

Tellers were appointed, (Messrs. Linn and W. 
W. Inwin,) who reported ayes 128, noes 54. 

So the rules were suspended, with a view to put 
the bill on its third reading at this time. 


Mr. JOHN CAMPBELL rose to a question of 
order. The House had suspended the rales so as 
te allow the question to ke put, whetber the bill 
should now be read the third time; but did not 
decide that the bill should be read the third me. 

The SPEAKER said the rale was suspended for 
the purpose of reading the bill the third time this 
day; that rule declaring that no bill shall be read 
the third time on the same day that its engross- 
ment is ordered. 

The bili was then read the third time; and, under 
ibe operation of the previous question, was passed— 
yeas 166, nays 48, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Ar- 
rington, Atherton, Babceck, Baker, Beeson, Bidlack, Blair, 
Boardman, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Aaron V 
Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, 
William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Cald-- 
well, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, 
Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Childs, Chittenden, John 
©, Clark, Clifford, Coles, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, 
Crawford, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Daw- 
son, Dean, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, John C, Edwards, Eg- 
bert, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Charles A, Floyd, Fornance, 
A. Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, 
Gilmer, Goggin, P. G. Goode, Wm. 0. Goode, Gordon, Graham, 
Granger, Green, Gwin, Hall, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Henry, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, Hunter, James 
Irvin, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Isaac D. Jones, 
Keim,. Andrew Kennedy, King, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, 
Abrabam McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay, McKennan, 
McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred Marghall, Samson Maron, 
John Thomson Mason, Mathiot, Mathews, Mattocks, Maynard, 
Medill, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, 
Payne, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, Powell, Rameey, Benjamin 
Randall, Rayner, Read, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Rodney, Rogers, Roosevelt, William Ruseel], James M. Rus- 
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sell, Sanford, Saundere, Sewell, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, 
Snyder, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, John T. 
Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, aan 
Troui, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Van Rens- 
selaer, Wallace, Warren, Washington, Welier, Westbrook, 
Thomas W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Yorke, and Au- 
gustus Young—166. 


NAYS—Meesrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Aycrigg, 
Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Black, Botts, Bowné, William 
Buder, John Campbell, Clinton, Colquiu, Cranston, Cross, 
Everett, Ferris, Fessenden, Halsted, Howard, Hunt, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, William W, Lrwio, John 
P. Kennedy, Lane, Lowe!!, Thomas F. Marshall, Maxwell, 
Miller, Pearce, Pickens, Alexander Randall, Randolph, 
Saltonstall, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Tatiaferro, Richard 
W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Ward, Watterson, Ed- 
ward D. White, Joseph L. White, Winthrop, Wise, Wood, 
and John Young—48, 

Mr. MOORE moved the reconsideration of the 
vote just taken on the passage of the bill, and 
moved the previous question on that motion. 

The previous question having been seconded by 
the House, the main question on the reconsideration 
was put, and decided in the negative without a di- 
vision. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to amend the title of 
the bill, by inserting after the word “territories,” 
the words “‘and other officers,” which was agreed to. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved to amend the title as 
amended, by substituting for it the words “A bill 
to establish a uniform rule for computing the mile- 
age and per diem compensation of members of 
Congress, and other officers of the Government:” 
rejected without a count. The title as amended 
was then agreed ‘o. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN moved the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote adopting the title of the bill; and 
called for the previous question, which was second- 
ed; and, under its operation, the motion was nega- 
tived. 

The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, February 16, 1843. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ale a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, and one from the Navy Department, show- 
ing the number, names, and compensation of the 
clerks employed in those departments, and bureaux 
connected therewith, during the year 1842; which 
were ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, transmitting additional information, under 
a resolution of the last session, in connexion with 
the New York commission for the investigation of 
the affairs of the’custom-house: referred to the 
Committee on Printing, to examine into the neces- 
sity for printing it, 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from the 
Board of Trade of the city of Pitsbarg, recom- 
mending an appropriation for the erection of ama- 
rine hospital at or near that city. Mr. S. remarked 
that the session was so far gone, that he presumed, if 
the memorial was even referred to the appropriaie 
commitiee, there was no probability that they 
would examine into the subject before the close of 
the session. He therefore moved to lay it on the 
table: agreed to. 

Mr. S. also presented the proceedings of a meet- 
ing held in Washington county, Pennsylvania, in 
favor of the establishment of a mail route from 
the town of Washington, in Pennsylvania, to 
Steubenville, Ohio: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial from 
the Mayor and City Council of the city of Mon- 
roe, Michigan, in favor ef an appropriation for 
completing the works for the improvement of the 
harbor at the mouth of the river Raisin; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, presented the preamble and joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of Michigan, recommend- 
ing appropriations for the improvement of harbors, 
and protection of commerce on the lakes: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

‘On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDGE, it was 
ordered that the preamble and resolutions of the 
Legislature of Indiana, presented at the last ses- 
sion of Congress, in favor of an appropriation for 
the completion of the works inthe harbor of St. 
Joseph, Michigan, be taken from the files, and 
referred to the Commitiee on Commerce. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
























reported back, with an amendment, the bj!) Makin 
oe > ; g 
appropriation for the naval service for the 
calendar year beginning on the Ist of Jan 
1843, and ending on the 30th of June, 1843, anj 
for the fiscal year beginning on the 1st of Jy) 
1843, and ending on the 30th of Juue, 1844. h 

Mr. E. gave notice that he would, on to-morrow 
ask the Senate to proceed to the consideration of 
the above bill. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Claim: 
to which had been referred numerous memoria 
and resolutions of the State Legislatures on i, 
subject of Congress passing a law to restore M; 
Kendall to his personal liberty, reported a bill i 
amend the laws relating to imprisonment for deb 
in the District of Columbia; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Joint Commitee 
on the Library, to which the subject had been re. 
ferred by resolution of the Senate, reported a }j\j 
to provide for the publication of the debates an4 
proceedings of Congress, in connected series, and 
to authorize one or more contrac's for the pur. 
pose; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revoly- 
tionary Claims, reported back, without amend. 
ment, and with a recommendation that it do pags, 
the bill from the House for the relief of the beirs 
or legal representatives of Nathaniel Pryor, de. 
ceased. ° 

Also, made an adverse report on the petition of 
the heirs of Joseph King, a paymaster in the revo- 
lutionary war, praying for the settlement of his ac 
counts and an allowance of bounty land; which 
was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it do pass, the bill from the 
House entitled “An act to allow a pension to 
Nancy Williams, widow of David Williams, who 
was one of the captors of Majer Andre.” 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, reporied back, with an amend- 
ment, the joint resolution from the House relating 
to patents for bounty land. 


Mr. 8S. also, from the same commiitee, made an 
adverse report (which was ordered to be prinied) 
on the petision of Lewis Lambert, praying allow. 
ance of interest on certain moneys paid by bim for 
public lands, the sales of which were cancelled, 
and the moneys refunded. 

On motion by Mr. 8., the Committee on Pub 
lic Lands was discharged from the further consid. 
eration of the memorial of the General Assembly 
of Indiana, prayirg allowance of bounty land to 
ihe rangers and militia in the service of the United 
States during the last war; and it was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. 8. also, from the same committee, reporied 
back, with an amendment, House bill entitled “An 
aci for the relief of George Mayfield,” approved 
July 27, 1842; then, 

On motion by Mr. S., the above bil! was taken 
up, as in committee of the whole; and its provisions 
having been explained by him, and the amendmen! 
agreed to, the bill was reported back to the Senate, 
read the third time, and finally passed. 

Mr. S., from the same committee, reported a 
bill explanatory of an actin reletion to lands sold 
in the Greensburg (late St. Helena) land distinc, 
approved August 29, 1842; which was read, an 
ordered to a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. CONRAD, the previous 
orders of the day were pos'poned, and the above 
bill was taken up, as in committee of the whole; 
and, there being no amendment offered, it was It 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. di 

Mr. WILLIAMS was understood to inquire 
the chairman whether the object of the bill was t 
take back the lands, and to give the purchasers the 
money; if so, he wanted some explanation of its 
provisions. 

Mr. SMITH replied that the bill involved ibe 
same principles as were involved in the bill for tbe 
relief of Clark Woodroof, which had passed. 4 
bill was explanatory of the act of last sessi0?, 
which authorized a return of the purchase mone): 
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and was rendered necessary,in consequence of the 
construction of the department, that they had the 
right to withbold the patents for land purchased in 
this district, until a new survey of the country 
could be had. 

The CHAIR informed the Senator from Indiana 
thatany discussion was now out of order, as the 
pill had been ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. McROBERTS, on Jeave, introduced _a bill 

establishing acollection district at Chicago, Iili- 
nois; Which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. ’ 
Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that it do pass, the bill for the 
relief of Captain J. Throckmorton. 

On motion by Mr. GRAHAM, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of Juan Quarre, pray- 
ing compensation for property destroyed by the 
British in 1814, at Cat Island. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a petition from 
William K. Weston, praying thata bond depos- 
ited by him inthe War Department, for the per- 
formance of a contract with that department, may 
be returned; which was referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

The resolution of Mr. Linn, fixing 11 o’clock, 
a.m., asthe daily hour for the meeting of the 
Senate, from and after Saturday next, was taken 
up and adopted. 

ASSUMPTION OF STATE DEBTS. 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. Rives yester- 
day came yp for consideration. 

Mr. RIVES stated the circumstances under 
which these resolutions came up as a substantive 
proposition, distinct from the resolutions of the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina, and the additienal reso- 
lutions offered by the Senator from Maine, to 
which they were intended to be offered as an amend- 
ment so soon as the amendment of the Senator 
from New Jersey should have been disposed of one 
way or other, had not these other propositions 
been laid om the table by the vote given yesterday. 
But the question of the debts of the States, and the 
interference of the Genera] Government on that 
subject, having been once brought before the Sen- 
ate by the Senator from Maine, he (Mr. Rives) 
considered it his du'y to present these resolutions for 
ihe purpose of obtaining a direct and unequivocal 
vote of the Senate. It wasof the greatest impor- 
lance to set at rest the idea which had got abroad, 
that this Government can have any constitutional 
power to saddle itself, in addition to its own debts, 
with a debt of two hundred millions of dollars, in- 
curred by a portion of the States of the Union in 
their individual capacities, and for their own local 
purposes, and in the prosecution of their own local 
policy. The very suggestion of such an idea ap- 
peared to him so monstrous, and tending so obvi- 
ously to a course of policy subversive of every 
principle upon which this Union had its existence, 
that he considered Congress was bound in duty to 
itself, and to the country, to put upon it prompily 
andat once the seal of its condemnation. 

It would not do for gentlemen to deny that any 
question of assuming the debts of the States had 
been mooted to Congress. If it was not done di- 
rectly, and in a substantive form, the way was 
paved for the proposition, and in a manner so 
plain and obvious, that no one could be left an in- 
stant in doubt as to the end to be attained. The 
proposition was, at the present moment, before the 
other branch of Congress, ina direct form, to grant 
to the State Governments scrip, based on the pub- 
lic lands, for the avowed purpore of relieving 
them from their indebtedness. The Senator from 
Maine, in his resolutions offered as amendatory of 
the resolutions of the Senator from South Caroli- 
ba, had in this chamber, buta day or two since, 
promulgated the doctrine that it is the ‘Juty of 
Vongress, by every constitutional and proper means 
in iis power, by the adoption of measures to re- 
sioreand preserve a currency of uniform va!ue 
throughout the United Sta‘es, by the collection and 
disburiement of the public revenne, and the regu- 
lation of the administration of the public firances, 
and in such way as shal! be least burdensome to 
the people, &c, to render every practicable aid 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and encouragement to the people of the several 
States in their efforts to meet their engagements, 
and to discharge the obligations into which they 
have entered. What did all this mean, if it did 


not mean that it was the duty of the General Gov- | 


ernment to assist the indebted States in the pay- 
ment of their debts? Mr. R. here entered at large 
into the history of the origin of this suggestion, and 
alluded to the recent action of the Legislatures of 
two of the indebted States renouncing this idea. 
He argued that now was the time to extin- 
guish all delusive hopes of aid from the General 
Government. Let Congress convince the States, 
by a decisive and unanimous vote, that nothing of 
the kind will be entertained, and they will at once 
apply themcelves to their own resources for liquida- 
ting their indebtedness. It was not his intention 
to enter at large into a discussion of the various 
topics bearing upon this subject. He had merely 
risen to explain his motives in offerins these reso- 
lutions as a distinct measure, and would conclude 
by recommending that the vote be taken on them, 
and such amendments as might be offered, with a 
desire to avoid discussion as much as possible, and 
to express the sense of the Senate at the same 
time, promptly and unequivocally, without further 
interruption to the business of the session. 

Mr. ALLEN begged the Senator from Virginia 
would aecept an amendment which be would send 
to the Chair, to come in after the word “States” in 
the eighth line of the second resolution. 

The amendment was read. 

Mr. MERRICK did not see why the Senator 
from Virginia, after having stated his views, 
should expect other gentlemen would refrain from 
making such exp'anations as might be necessary 
in relation to their votes. He would not himself, 
for one, yield the right of the Senate to be cate- 
chise¢? by a simple yes or no upon each of the 
Senator’s propositions. All knew his anxiety to 
lay aside unprofitable discussion on mere abstrac- 
tions leading to no practical result, that the legi'i- 
mate business of legislation might be disposed of 
within the few days yet remaining of the se-sion. 
Bat if the gentlemen on the other side were detor- 
mined to introdnce and re-introduce their abstrac- 
tions, and to force gentlemen, who preferred going 
on with the regular business, to enter into discus- 
sion, the responsibility must rest on them—not on 
him (Mr. M.) and his friends. He had no vote 
or avowal on the subject now brought up to shrink 
from. He could not conceive why there was such 
an overweening anxiety at this time of general 
embarrassmen!—why there was such a consiant 
effort—such relentless zeal—on the part of the Gen- 
eral Government to join in the out-door and foreign 
denunciations of the indebted States; States which 
had incurred their responsibilities for the public 
good; which had not invoked the interference of 
the General Government; and into whose domestic 
arrangements the General Government had had 
no invitation to obtrude itself. Mr. M. proceeded 
at considerable length, and with much excitement, 
to deprecate the hue-and-cry raised against the in- 
debted States. While he disclaimed and denounced 
as impolitic and unwise the assumption of the 
State debts by the General Government, he c'aimed 
for his own State, as he would for each of the 
States, its right to its distributive share of the pub- 
lic domain, which, having subserved the purposes 
for which it was intrusted to the General Govern- 
ment, he contended shvuld now be restored to the 
States; that they, in their turn, m'ght be relieved 
from their embarrassments when they most needed 
them. “He concluded by offering an amendment, 
to come in its proper order, after the pending ques> 
tion on the motion to amend shou!d be disposed of: 
[For this amendment, see proceedings of Februa- 
ry 18] 

The amendment having been read by Mr. Mer- 
nick himself, was, at the request of Mr. CAL- 
HOUN, again read by the Secretary of the Senate. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he did not rise to de- 
bate these resolutions, but to express an earnest 
wish that a direct vote would be taken by the Sen- 
ate on both the material proposi‘ions. An evasion, 
or go-by, by postponement, or Jaying them on the 
table, was derogatory to the deep importance of 
the questions involved. This course need not lead 
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to any protracted discussion or delay of the pubtic 
busine-s. The first question, relating to the as- 
sumption of State debts, had been fully argued in 
this body on a former occasion. His mind had 
been long made up upon it. The State he partly 
represented had no doubts in respect to it. It was 
bis belief that such an assumption was as fatal a 
measure in its effects, as a measure formally to 
dissolve the Union. It destroyed all the limitations 
between the powers and duties of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, and those of the separate States. [It was 
consolidation, and of the rankest and worst char- 
acter, because it was indirect and insidious. 

But he would not now be tempted into the argu- 
ment upon the subject. It was proper, however, 
to repel suggestions which had recently been thrown 
before the public, that such an assumption had be- 
fore been made by the General Government. This 
was a wretched misconception. lt was not such 
an assumption at the close of the revolutionary 
war, or since the late war, of debts incurred by 
the States in the prosecution of those glorious 
struggles which achieved and maintained our in- 
dependence. By that assumption, we then paid 
only our own debts—only what the States had paid 
orexpended for us in the prosecution of thore 
wars. We paid—or assumed, if you please—on!y 
debts incurred in prosecuting the wars of the Con- 
federation and Union, in objects belonging to the 
central and General Government. Bat all these 
debts, the assumption of which was now the sub- 
ject of discussion, have been incurred for State ob- 
jects; for local purposes; and many even for bank- 
ing and other purposes most injudicious and ruin- 
ous; and none of them either by the request of 
Congress, or under its legislation, or under any 
responsibility to its authority. 

The other question was cennected with the dis- 
tribution of the public lands—either directly, or by 
an issue of steck founded on them. 


The cbjections to the principles involved in such 
a course—whether in reference to the Constitution 
or expediency—bad been fully discussed, in recent 
sersions, in both Houses of Congress. He would 
not go into any of them; and he thought the Sen- 
ate need not be delayed much, if any, in their dis- 
cussion. 


But, io the present condition of the finances, to 
talk of giving away two or three millions, which 
the treasury estimates from the public lands; or to 
taik of imposing six millions more on the treasury, 
for three per cent. interest on two hundred millions 
of stock, seemed to him to be perfect insanity. 

The Secretary of the Treasury and the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance both think that, 
with all the receipts from the lands, and the use of 
near seven millions more of borrowed money, we 
may be barely able to make the ends of this calen- 
dar year meet. 

Do any gentlemen, under these circumstance, 
propose \o borrow six millions more?—or to levy 
direct taxes for that sum, in order to issue this fa- 
mous two hundred millions of stock? 

Talk about this stock—for what, sir? To injure 
S:ate credit, and not strengthen it. This talk dis- 
credits the charecter and means Of the States, 
which, if let alone, are perfectly competent in time 
to redeem their own obligations. We thus inti- 
mate that they are unable; while, if we step in, we 
also become spendibrift, bankrapt, and all are 
discredited together. No, sir. Our conduct is 
not, as the Senator supposes, that of a harsh or 
hard-hearted parent. On the contrary, the Siat«s 
are our parents—we, their children: they created 
us, and not we them; and, as children, we should 
abide by the Constitution, and orders and powers 
they have prescribed for us. 

Let us, then, speak openly, decidedly, manfully, 
On questions so momentous; and set the public 
mind, at home and abroad, at rest on this subjcct. 
It is due to the occasion, and to the expectations 
of the world; ard can be accomplished with little 
or no loss of time. 

Mr. MILLER submitted the following amend- 
ment for consideration, that, when in order, it might 
be appended to the resolutions: 

That, while we disclaim all obligation on the part of the 


General Government to assume the debts of the severa] States, 
the justice, wisdom, and policy of making distribution of the 
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proceeds of the pees lands among the several States, accord- 
ing tthe federal population, is hereby admitted and affirmed. 

Mr. MERRICK remarked that it would not be 
in order. 

Mr. MILLER merely read it as a notification 
that he would move it when in order, as an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CONRAD moved a postponement of the 
subject to Tuesday next. 

Mr. WALKER, on this motion, moved an 
amendment, that the postponement be |i! to-mor- 
row instead of Tuesday. 

The CHAIR explained that the vote would first 
be on the postponement for the longer time. 

Mr. WALKER conceived his motion, as an 
amendment to the motion of the Senator from Lou- 
isiana would have precedence. 

Tke CHAIR decided not. 


Mr. KING said the Chair was right. But he 
would submit to the consideration of Senators, 
that, inasmuch as the repeal of the bankrupt act 
was a question to be discussed on Monday, and 
there could be no doubt it would noi be got through 
in one, or, indeed, two cays, whether a postpone- 
ment of these reselutions to Taesday would not 
virtually be the same as giving the question the 
go-by, the same as if laid on thetable. The sub- 
ject involved questions on which every Senator 
had made up his mind; for he could safely assert 
that no one question of general pvlicy had ever 
received a more thorough discussion than that of 
the distribution of the proceeds of the public lands 
to the States; and there was nothing in the new 
idea of an assumption of the State debts, or the 
power of Congress in the matter, that could not be 
fully considered in one nigh!; so that gentlemen 
could come to-merrow as well prepared to vote, as 
they could on any day next week. If put over 
till Tuesday, either the resolutions or bill for the re- 
peal of the tankrupt act will have to be laid on the 
table; whereas both subjecis may be disposed of 
by proceeding with the resolutions to-morrow, and 
voting on them before Monday; leaving that day 
free to proceed with the subject of the bankrupt 
law. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he was compelled to say a 
word in consequence of the remarks of the Senator 
from Alabama, (Mr. Kina,] touching the sugges- 
tions which he (Mr. W.) made as to the day proper 
to which to postpone the resolutions under discus- 
sion. When Monday was moved by the Senator 
from Louisiana, [Mr. Conrap,] he (Mr. W.) sug- 
gested that Tuesday would be a betterday. His 
strongest objeciion to postponing the subject till 
Monday, was, because the bankrupt bill had been 
postponed to, and made the order for, that day; 
on which day he hoped that bill would be takea 
up, and proceeded in till final action. He was the 
more willing for that course, because the resolu- 
tions now before the Senate, being more properly 
morning business, could be proceeded in during 
the morning hour of each day. Monday being the 
day proposed by the Senator from Louisiana to 
which to postpone, he (Mr. W.) was compelled to 
reject one or the other of the subjects as the busi- 
ness for that day; and it was in that alternative he 
suggested to the Senater from Louisiana Tuesday. 
Extremely anaious as he was to havea direct vote 
and expression of opinion by the Senate on theve 
resolutions, which involved so many serious con- 
siderations, yet he believed it was more important 
to the country that the act for the repeal of the 
bankrupt Jaw should be passed, than to have an 
expression of opinion on these resolutions. It was 
his desire that both questions should be voted upon 
and disposed cf; and, with that view, he would first 
vole to postpone the resolutions till to-morrow; and, 
if not then, to the next day; and, if the matter was 
to be postponed till the next week, he should fee! 
it his duty to vote for Tuesday as the day for their 
final disposition, that they might not interfere with 
the bankrupt act. If they were postponed till 
Tuesday, Senators would come there with the un- 
derstanding that they were to be finally disposed of 
on thatday. He had no doubt that it could be ac 
complished. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that he was not 
among those who believed that these resolutions 
are mere absiractions. He held them in a very 
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dff-rent light The subj ct involved was one of 
the greatest magnitude ever presented to the con- 
sideration of the Senate of the United States, It 
was fraught with consequences, that no man who 
anticipated the worst, anticipated balf as bad as the 
reality will be. As the question was presented, 
in his opinion they were under the highest obliga- 
tions to themselves, to the public credit, to the 
States, to the country, and to the world, to have a 
free and direct expression of the opinion of the 
Senate on the subject of these resolutions. Con- 
sidering this, as he did, he held the repeal of the 
bankrupt law—as obligatory as he felt that 
to be on the Senate, both on account of its 
unconstitutionality and inexpediency—as noth- 
ing compared to an expression of an opinion 
on these resolutions—absolutely nothing. If 
it depended upon his vote to decide between 
the two, he would not hesitate the hundredth 
part of a moment. He would consider the time 
well consumed, if they devoted every moment 
of the remaining time of the session to the dis- 
cussing of that subject, except what was necessary 
to be devoted to the consideration of the appro- 
priation bills; and even these should not stand in 
iis way. But he did not deem it necessary to oc- 
cupy so much time upon it; for there was scarcely 
a single aspect of the question which was not 
fully understood by the country. The only one 
which had not been fully discussed, and public at- 
tention strongly called to, was the proposition al- 
luded to by the Senator from Maryland, of issuing 
$200,000,000 of stock, founded on the public do- 
main, or its proceeds. He rejoiced that that Sen- 
ator had not expressed himself favorable to the 
scheme, because it showed, even on his part, a 
flinching. 

Mr. MERRICK interrupted, and said he flinched 
from nothing which duty required of him. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he had not intended to 
irritate the honorable Senator by making use 
of the word; what he intended was, that he had 
shown rather a hesitation about expressing him- 
self in favor of the proposed scheme. He was 
giad that the honorable Senator had done so. He 
supposed he countenanced an opinion rather 
against it. 

Mr. MERRICK said he had made no specific 
proposition. What he said was, that his State 
claimed, as she had always claimed, her share of 
the public lands; but he was not prepared to say in 
what mode they should be distributed, but to leave 
it to the wisdom of Congress to determine. 


Mr. CALHOUN said he would pass that by. 
That was the only aspect in which the question 
was not thoroughly discussec; but it was an aspec 
which required fall and ample discussion—such dis- 
cussion as, from the nature of the question, it ought 
to receive. That was the only practical form in 
which it could be presented to the country; and if 
there were any in the Senate who concurred in 
that propositioa—which, be must say, was one preg- 
nani with the greatest disasters, involving, as it did, 
the sovereignty of the States, the purity of 
the Constitution, the permanency of the Federal 
Union, and the happiness of the people,—he must 
say that, if there was any Senator in favor of the 
scheme, he hoped he would movea specific proposi- 
tion; if not, that some one weuld present it in a nega- 
live form,- that a direct vole might be taken upon 
it. The two parties (those in favor of assumption, 
and those opposed to it) stood in very different 
positions. The postponement of action would be 
on the side of those in favor of assemption; 
for it would be considered as a Ccecision 
against us. He claimed, as a matter of fair- 
ness, (which, he was sure, gentlemen would 
accord,) to give those who were opposed to 
assumpiion in any form an express vole upon 
it, that the country might truly understand 
what were the impressions of that body upon a 
subject full of such momentous consequences. 
They were now standing in the midst of exiraordi- 
nary times; the consequences of which would run 
far beyond the cays of the youngest amongs! them. 
Decide the question one way or the other. All tha’ 
he wished was, that an early day should be. ap- 
pointed for taking the vote upon the subject; for 
the longer it was put off, the more improbable it 
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would be that they would get an expression of 
opinion. And as the subject was not unfamiliar to 
Senators, he hoped they would go on with it to. 
morrow: that would afford ample time to inves, 
gate and mature their judgments. With this view 
he concurred that the Senator from Missi 
(Mr. Watxer] bad the right to make the 
that it be postponed till to-morrow, 

Mr. CONRAD said he still retained his origing) 
opinion, that the subject ought to be postponed to 
Tuesday. The experience of the Senator from 
Alabama always, in his opinion, was entitled to 
respect; and no doubt he was correct in stating tha: 
questions involved in these resolutions had been 
heretofore fully discussed, and gentlemen had 
made up their minds on most of them. But y 
must be admitted, that the power and policy of 
assuming the debts of the States had not—g; 
least, since he and others had had a seat in that 
body—been discussed. And it was not proper to be 
calied upon to vote on such questions, without time 
being given to examine into the subject, and tocome 
to a justconclusion. This is a novel question—one 
that has arisen in the public mind within the las, 
eighteen months. He concurred with the Senator 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] in Viewing 
it asa most important and momentous question; and 
the more he viewed it in that light, the more jim. 
pressed he was with the conviction that time should 
be given for its deliberate consideration. Mr. C. 
proceeded at considerable length to show why it 
was necessary to make the postponement till 
Tuesday. 


Mr. HENDERSON called to the attention of the 
Senate a fact, (which it seemed to him had been 
overlooked,) that the first time the question of the 
assumption of the debts of the States was publicly 
mooted, was in the Senate in the session of 1839 
and 1840, when a lengthy and elaborate discussion 
arose on resolutions, which he read from the jour- 
nal. These resolutions he considered as full and 
declaratory on the part of Congress as any that 
could be now adopted. They were on the journal, 
without a dissenting vote on their passage; and, 
not being rescinded, should stand as the opinion of 
Congress till they were. Nothing new could be 
effected by a restoration of the same declaration. 
He gave a sketch, from his recollection, of the pro- 
ceedings on their adoption. Until then, the idea 
of the assumption of the State debts had not even 
been broached in the newspapers. But they had 
not the effect of extinguishing the idea. It was one 
which had since spread widely through the coun- 
try. If, then, the declaration of Congress failed to 
have the effect anticipated, what effect could be ex- 
pected from its restoration? He entirely agreed 
with the Senator from Pennsylvania, who had sta- 
ted his experience, that mere abstract resolutions 
never effect anything. Yet, if these resolutions, 
useless as they would be, and impeding as they 
did, by their discussion, the business of the session, 
were pressed to a vote, he should vote as he did 
on the oceasion to which he had alluded; for his 
opinions had undergone no change as to the want 
of power in this Government to assume the debis 
of the States. 

Mr. WALKER said his colleague was greatly 
mistaken in supposing that this question of assump 
tion originated in this Senate, or in this country, 
No, sir, it is of foreign birth; it is of British origin. 
It crossed the Atlantic in 1839, in the form of an 
authentic circular, from British bankers, calling 
for that “more comprehensive guaranty” of the as 
sumption of the debts of the States by this Gov- 
ernment. The assuraption was a British, and not 
an American proposition; and, as such, it was en- 
countered by the resolutions of the Senate in 1839. 
Bat this British proposition is now re-echoed on 
this continent—it has been solemnly introduced by 
a distinguished member of the other Houcre at this 
session—it appears, in part, in the resolutions now 
before us of the Senator from Maine, (Mr. Evays,] 
and of the Senator from Maryland, [Mr. Meraick.] 
The proposition we must now meet, is that pro- 
posed in the other Honse—to distribute two hun- 
dred millions of a stock debt of this Government 
among the States, to enable them to pay theif 
debts. This stock is to bear an annual interest 0 
3 per cent., and professes to be based, in whole of 
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gpon the public lands. This Government 
Ban debt ewcaty-cight millions; and this is to 
7 iwo handred millions to that debt. We have 
a national debt ef twenty-eight millions; we 
will have this yeara further deficit of at least 
millions, even including the sales of the 
ublic lands; and now, when we cannot meet 
Je existing debt and existing expenditures, we are 
to add six millions per annum to that debt. 

How is this to be paid? public lands yield 
pat a million of net revenue; and yet we are asked 
o derive from them a net revenue of six millions of 
dollars—that is, we must increase six-fold the reve- 
nue to be derived from the public lands. The 
are now sold at $1 25 per acre; and we are 

now asked, if this stock is, in fact, to be based on 
ibe public lands, to increase the price six-fold; or, 
in other words, to sell them at $7 50 per acre. If, 
then, the basing of this stock upon the public lands 
be not a mere delusion, you must raise their price 
from $1 25 to $7 50 per acre; or, in other words, 
that the old States are to pay their debts by increas- 
ing six-fold the burdens of the people of the West 
and of the new States. The West—the oppressed 
and neglected West—the West, where scarcely one 
dollar of the public moneys is expended—is to 
be burdened with the payment of the debts of those 
States which monopolize all, or nearly all, the ex- 
penditures of this Government, by augmenting six- 
fold the price of the public lands. This is the re- 
sult, if this stock is, in fact, based upon the public 
lands. But is it so based? If, with hundreds of 
nillions of acres of the public lands new subject to 
entry, you sell but eight hundred thousand acres 
per annum, at $l 25 per acre; how much of 
these same lands would you sell at $7 50 per 
acre? Why, not enough to pay the expenses 
of the land system; and, in place of deriving six 
nillions per annum, you would not receive one dol- 
jar of net revenue. How, then, withc at looking at 
the great question of the payment of the principal, 
are you to pay the six millions of annual interest? 
Js it by direct taxation by this Government? How 
would this alleviate the burden, unless you made 
the tax unequal and unjust, by taxing all the States 
to pay the debts of but a part of the States? And 
if not derived from the public lands, or direct taxa- 
tion, what is the only remaining resource? Why, 
to derive an additional revenue of six millions per 
annum, to meet the interest alone, by increasing the 
tariff; and, ultimately, many millions more to dis- 
charge the principal. Can you do it when you 
have an existing debt of twenty-eight millions, and 
cannot pay the interest of that debt, much less the 
principal, and your annual expenditures from the 
lands and tariff combined? This, then, is a propo- 
sition to bankrupt this Government. Bat, if you 
could grind out of the people an additional revenue 
of six millions per annum, by increasing the tariff, 
would it be constitutional, just, or proper? Whai! 
lax the people of all the States, and the commerce 
and exports of all, to pay the debts of some of the 
States ! The proposition is one of spoliation and plun- 
der. But this proposition of assumption professes to 
be based on a horror of repudiation by the States. 
And is not this proposition an open and wholesale 
repudiation of all their debts by the States that are 
indebted? Ifthe indebted States, refusing to pay 
their own debts, force other States, through the 
instrumentality of this Government, to pay those 
debts for them, it is repudiation; it is neglecting to 
pay themselves, and forcing others to pay for 
them; it is repudiation combined with spoliation 
and plunder, by a forcible seizure of the property 
of others, to discharge obligations they never con- 
tracted, and for which they are not liable. But, 
independent of this, the proposed assumption com- 
mences by repudiating one-half the debt. The 
debts of the States bear an interest of five, six, 
and seven per cent. per annum; and for this it is 
Proposed to substitute an interest of three per cent. 
Perannum. What is this but repudiating at once 
one-half the debt? And yet this double repudiation, 
Y forcing some States to pay the debts of others, 
expubging at once one-half the interest, is ad- 
Vocated by those who profess to base their action 
upon a horror of repudiation. But let me assure 
Senator from Maryland that his object can 
hever be accomplished; and it is an ignisfatwus and 
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a delusion—a dream that can never be real- 
ized. Will the new States ever consent that the 
domain within their limits shall be mortgaged to 
British bankers, to pay the debts of other States? 
Sir, if this is done, what will be the rights of the 
new States, in regard to the public lands within 
their limits? It is an incident of sovereignty ap- 
pertaining to every sovereign State, to tax all 
property, and especially all real estate, within 
its limits. It matters not who may be the owner— 
wheiher this Government or an individual. Thus 
it is that the State of Pennsylvania, for instance, 
taxes the very lands held for public purposes, and 
owned by the General Government, within the lim- 
its of that State; and the tax is collected and paid. 
What, then, on the same principle, prevents the 
new States from taxing the public lands within 
their limits? Nothing but their compac', on their 
admission into the Union, not to tax these lands— 
a compact which admits the right of taxation, and 
obtains its relinquishment on certain conditions. 
What are those conditicns? Clearly that the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of these lands shall con 
tinue to be applied—as they always had been— 
to carry on the operations of this Govern- 
ment. This, in the very nature of things, is the 
fundamental condition precedent on the part of 
this Government—the very consideration of the 
compact not to tax these lands; and 1 is a settled 
principle of all law, applying to all compacts, of 
individuals or sovereignties, that when one party 
violates such a condition of the compact on his 
part, the other party is absolved, and the compact 
annulled. If, then, you proceed with this assump- 
tion based upon the sales of these lands, the new 
States will have a perfect right, in law and morals, 
to tax all the public lands within their limits—and 
they will do it. Besides, the assumption, in the 
form proposed, is, in fact, a transfer ef these lands 
to these British bankers; they would be the real 
owners, and we but the trustees; and to tax these 
lands, would be to tax their lands, and not yours. 
If, then, you will persist in this scheme, so unequal 
and unjust, and so clearly unconstitutional, and 
can, with British aid, pass such a law, Mr. Wa k- 
ER said he deemed it his duty to declare, in ad- 
vance, his determination never to relax his exertions 
until the supremacy of the Constitution should he 
restored, by the total repeal of the obnoxious 
statute. 

Mr. BAGBY addressed the Senate for some 
time, but was not distinctly heard in the gallery. 
He was understood as having complimenied the 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Henpenson] for 
his vote among the twenty-nine who passed the 
resolutions, which he had read from the journal, 
in 1839-40. 
a unanimous vote of the Senate; for, although there 
was only arecord of the affirmative vote, it was 
very well known that many of the gentlemen on 
the opposite side then, as now, shrunk from com- 
mitting themselves a! all; and, with the exception 
of some two or three of their party (who, ljike the 
Senator from Mississippi, had the hardikood to 
record their names with the twenty-nine,) it was 
left to the Democracy to enter their protest, in the 
face of the world, against the monstrous supposi- 
tion that the question even could be entertained, 
without laying the foundation for the dissolution of 
the Union. He combated as unfounded the asser- 
tion that this was a question not entertained by 
the opposite party until lately; and referred to his 
own inaugural message, as Governor of Alabama in 
1837, in which he denounced the incipient proposi- 
tion in such terms as had attracted the notice of a 
distinguished editor, who, in commenting on it, 
contrasted that message with the messages de- 
livered to the Legislatures of thirteen other States, 
every one of which had passed over the subject. 

He referred to the letter of a celebrated British 
baaker to General Harrison, when President of the 
United States, and asked,—would any British 
banker have dared to make such a proposition to 
General Jackson or Mr. Van Buren? Bat that 
letter was addressed to a party in power, which the 
writer considered pledged to the views he urged; 
and it was followed up by more definite proposi- 
tions to the new Secretary of Siate. British stock- 
jobbers and money-changers then undertook to 


He did not, however, consider that © 
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teach the Government of the United States the line 
of political and national morality. Yet, instead of 
ihe rebuke and repulse their temerity deserved, 
their letters were kindly received, and they were 
courteously answered that they needed no reply. 
Could not the very same policy which then perva- 
ded the Cabinet, be detected as now prevailing 
here in relation to these resolutions? It is the very 
same policy: to keep this question ia suspension— 
as near the surface as possible—till it takes hold ef 
ibe public mind. If no doubt exists as to the power 
of Government in this matter, why not come out 
at once and avow it? Why conceal any opinion 
entertained on the subject? Those who deni d the 
power, said so fearlessly; and not only denounced 
the proposition on constitutional grounds, but as, in 
its policy, utterly subversive of the principles of 
the Union. 

Mr. B, next proceeded to examine the tendency 
of the resolution ef the Senator from Maine, touch- 
ing the indebtedness of the States, and the language 
in which that Senator had expressed himself, that 
no proposition in relation to their condition was to 
be brought forward in this Congress. He com- 
mented, at considerable length, on the ultimate 
issue of the course pursued on the other side, and 
contended that any evasion of the direct vote now 
demanded would be appreciated as it deserved by 
the world. 

Mr. ALLEN said he had moved this amendment 
because he believed that the resolutions proposed 
by the Senator from Virginia, having reference to 
the policy ef the assumption of State debts by the 
General Government, by means of the issue of 
Government stock predicated upon the public 
lands, were not sufficiently specific; because they 
did not contain a sufficiently explicit negative to 
the proposed scheme. And he would here take oc- 
casion to say, that he regarded the question involved 
in these resolutions as something more than a mere 
abstract question, the decision of which would be 
of no import—as something more than the vague 
abstractions of human reasoning, which could pro- 
duce no effect upon human affairs. 

Sir, (said Mr. A.,) these resolutions, if voted on, 
will test the opinion of Senators, acting under the 
highest human responsibility, upon a question of 
the deepest moment to the whole United States; 
and by that expression of opinion they will be 
bound in future, or else they will subject them- 
selves to censure by departing from it in their fu- 
ture action regarding this project of issuing two 
hundred millions of Government stock. If it were 
merely a question as to wasting that much of the 
public money, it would be one of less importance 
than it now is. But itis a quection involving tbe 
power of taxation—that power which is considered 
the supreme power undcr every form of govern- 
ment, and upon which all other powers are predi- 
cated. The question here involved is, whether you 
will stretch the powerfal arm of this Government 
over the several Siates, and permit it to engulf in 
its voracious maw all the taxing power, both na- 
tional and State; in other words, it isa question of ex- 
punging the State constitutions and Governments 
through the agency of taxation. It is the assump- 
tion of a power on the part of this Government which 
was never contemplated by those who participated 
in the formation of the Federal Constitution. An 
abstraction, indeed! Why, you might say, with 
equal~ propriety, that the declaration of Amer- 
ican independence was a mere absiraction; inas- 
much as that declaration did not accomplish the 
result which it contemplated, but imposed the ne- 
cessity of resorting to arms in order to accomplish 
it. Was that a mere abstraction? No, sir, it was 
ranked with the highest of political acts; yet it was 
as much an absiraction as the resolutions before 
you. It was the Senator from Maine who intro- 
duced this all-exciting t-pic and at a moment 
when Congress is almost at its last gasp—when it 
is just about to expire. It was that gentleman who 
bas thrown this firebrand amongst us—for a fire- 
brand, I fear, it will be to the whole country. He 
spoke with some degree of censure of the resolu- 
tions of the gentleman from Missouri. Why, no- 
body dreamed two years ago of the assumption 
of State debts by the General Government; but now 
we find it is openly proclaimed in one branch of 
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the Government, and advocated in the Legislatures 
of several of the States. [t was intimated upon this 
floor, in the discussion this morning, as being a 
question on which the Senate would soon have to 
act efficiently and affirmatively. The idea seems 
to have travelled with locomotive rapidity. As to 
the origin of the idea, no Senator bas deciared 
that it is entirely of British origin. Perhaps it 
may not be altogether of British origin; perhaps 
it may bave originated by the conjunction of the 
schemes of men of both nations. The idea of the 
insecurity of American stocks was first started by 
British capitalists. And an American citizen, robed 
with senatorial purple, was consulted by them as 
an attorney, to solve the question, They net only 
entertained some doubts as to the security of those 
stocks, but they were looking out earnestly for 
other security, in order to render it safe in the 
hands of the holders. This was anterior to the 
last presidential election. And when the idea was 
thrown oul, it was met by the Democratic party 
in the Senate by a negative vote upon the recolu- 
tion of the Senator from Kentucky, denying the 
doctrine of assumption. Frcm that time, the Dem- 
ocratic party stood committed against assumption, 
and against British influence in favor of assump- 
tion. And from that moment we witnessed the 
most diabolical attempts to overthrow the Demo- 
cratic power in this country. We found the 
country thenceforward agitated by an unseen, 
a subterranean element, for which no one could 
account. As soon as the die was cast, and 
that party was rendered for the ensuing four 
years powerless as to the affairs of the Gov- 
erpment, it was then that the assumption of State 
debts began to be openly proposed by those 
through whose agency the English bankers and 
capitalists hoped to obtain the accomplishment of 
that object, to them so desirable. Then it was that 
the counsellor of those bankers, clothed in the 
ermine of a Senator, first brought forward the prop- 
osition of assumption. And let me tell gentle- 
man on the other side, that I, for one, fully expect 
to find the same hidden elements, the same secret 
agency, entering into the approaching contest for 
the government of this country. I fully believe 
that English capitalists, who have more than one 
hundred millicns of property depending, as they 
suppose, upon the ascendency of one of the political 
parties in this country over the other; that they, 
merchants ay they are, and therefore vigilant 
when money is at stake, will not permit the same 
Democratic party, with the resolutions which they 
pass d two years ago still standing upon the record, 
to come into power, for, in such a case, the as- 
sumption of State debts would be rendered entirely 
hopeless. And I now predict, contrary to the 
general opinion which prevails upon this subject, 
that the influence which is to be rewarded by the 
assumption of State debts will be at work upon 
the public mind, ard that it will create the most 
severe and terrible struggle at the next presiden- 
tial election, that ever endangered the harmony of 
the people of this country. The election wil] not 
pass off as dd the last. And though gentlemen on 
the other side do not, I am sure, desire such a 
state of things, it will not be in the power of all 
the politicians of the whole country to javoid or 
resist this secret, all-pervading inflaence, which 
two hundred millions of perilled capital can exer- 
cise in a country such as ours. 

Sir, [have expressed my opinions two or three 
times already upon this question of the assumption 
of State debis. I have spoken as one of the repre- 
sentatives of a State in debt; and I have not spoken 
in a whisper, nor have I spoken in jest. I have 
spoken earnestly and openly, both here and upon 
“the rostrum, amid the assemblages of the sovereign 
people. My sentiments are known. They are not 
new; nor have I been disposed to save myself, by 
shrinking from responsibility, as I had every in- 
ducement to do, did I entertain a fear of being 
rebuked by‘the voice of the people of an indebted 
State. No, sir. I have fearlessly expressed my 
views; and if I have expressed them strongly, it is 
because my convictions are strong. And I am 
one, at least, who utters nothing but what he be- 
lieves to be true; and who utters what he so be- 
lieves, regardless of all consequences thai may 
result to himself, individually. 
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Yes, these resolutions will domuch—they will 
show to the country what are the sentiments of 
her public men. If the gentleman from Maine, 
with his standing in this body and before the coun- 
try, as one of the leading ligh's of the Whig party, 
would declare it to be bis opinion that the Govern- 
ment possesses no power to pay the debts of the 
Siates; and that, if we did possess the power, it 
would be highly impolite to do so;—if he would thus 
cut off the hopes of the British capitalists, he would 
accomplish two impertant objects. Shoald his 
example be followed by the able men of his party, 
he will bave accomplished the great object of 
turning the attention of the States to the means of 
their own relief; and he will have accomplished 
another important object, pamely: warning the 
country against the exercise of British influence 
upon American politics in the struggle of 1844. 
Without this, that influence is as natural and 
certain as the succession of one day to ano her. 

And I desire to proclaim it now, that, if the Gov- 
ernment do not take a decided and unequivocal 
stand upon this question, and say to these serip 
holders, You have nothing to hope for from either 
party, be the result of the election what it may;—if, 
instead of saying this, you continue to stand in an 
ambiguous position, this moneyed influence will 
be brought to bear—will unquestionably be brought 
to bear npon this country, and to contaminate the 
freedom of our elections. Does any man believe 
that the Democracy of this country—the pulsations 
of whose patriotic hearts are felt to the extremities 
of the Union—does any one suppose they will al- 
low such a law to remain unrepealed? No, sir; 
we give you warning in advance. I do not be- 
lieve that it will be in the power of the Senate to 
do en act which wil! tend more to establish the 
honer and credit of this country, and to ward off 
the ins‘dious influences of foreign capitalists, than 
by the passage of these resolutions. Believing this, 
I shal! continne to press upon the Senate the pro- 
priety of taking a specific vote. 

The question then came up on Mr. Conran’s 
motion to postpone the further consideration of the 
subject to Tuesday next. 

Mr. WALKER renewed his call for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

The vote was then taken by yeas and nays, and 
resulted in the negative—yeas 19, nays 22, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Cheate, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Evans, Graham, Hunting- 
ton, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Smith of Indiana, 
Sprague, and Tallmadge—19, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cal!\oun, 
Fulton, Henderson, King, Linn, McDuffie, McRoberts, Phelps, 
Rives, Smith ef Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wi!- 
cox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 

The question next came up on the motion to 
postpone till to-morrow; which was carried in the 
affirmative, without a count. 

Tne PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, reporting, in compliance with a resolation of 
the Senate of the 14h inst., a statement showing 
that the receipts from customs for the month of 
January was $913,700: ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

Also, laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Treasury Department, transmitting a re- 
port from the Commissioner of the Genera! Land 
Oitice, on the subject of the surveys, &c. of the pub- 
lic lands ia Louisiana; which, on motion by Mr. 
EVANS, was referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

The bill explanatory of the act in relation to the 
lands sold in the Greensburg (late St. Helena) 
land district, was read the third time, and passed. 

Several bills from the House were read, and re- 
ferred to appropriate committees; among them 
House bill 548, for the reduction of the pay to 
members of Congres?, and civil, military, and na- 
val officers. On the question of reference of the 
rotrenching bill, some doubt seeming to arise as to 
the appropriate committer, 

Mr. WRIGHT suggested that the Committee 
on Retrenchment would be the proper committee. 


Mr. BARROW moved its reference to the Com- 


mittee on Finance. 
Mr. WOODBURY moved an amendment, to re- 
fer it to the Committee on Retrenchment. 


The question was first taken on Mr, B 
motion; and there appeared to be for it, 15 
it, 12. Buta fresh count being demanded 
tion was negatived—ayes 17, noes 18. 

So the bill was referied to the Commitiee on Re. 
trenchment—ayes 24, noes net counted. 

The bill to indemnify Maj. Gen. Andrew Jack 
son for damages sustained in the discharge of ,,, 
official duty, came up in order as in committee f 
the wh le, on the amendment of the Committee a 
the Judiciary. 

Toe biil for the relief of the heirs of Madam De 
Lusser was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. LINN called for the yeas and nays on ih. 
amendment; which were ordere. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked that it was too late gp 
hour to commence the consideration of the ji 
The Senate was thin, and he suggested the proprie. 
ty of its postponement till \o-morrow. 

Mr. LINN was desirous to press action on jh 
bill at once. It had been the pnfipished businey 
from day 'oday for some time, and he could no 
consent to give it the go-by any longer, or give 
other business the precedence over it. He though: 
he could occupy the remainder of the day in giving 
many reasons why the substitute for the bill, r. 
ported by the Committee on the Judiciary, shou\ 
not be adopted. 

Several suggestions were made as to the dispi) 
tion of the bill for this day, to which Mr. L, rp. 
fused to yield; but at last he yielded the floor io 
Mr. MOREHEAD), on whose motion 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 16, 1843. 


The journal having been read, 

Mr. READ moved to amend it by inserting his 
resolution on the subject of the tariff, which wes 
copied in one part of the proceedings of yesterday; 
but, on taking the question, the motion was re. 
jected. 

On motion of Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL, a ver. 
bal amendment was made to the journal. 

Mr. LOWELL presented the petition of Soi. 
van Green and 80 o:her shipmasters and merchan's 
of Deer Isle, Maine, praying Congress for an ap- 
propriation to improve the navigation of Deer Ise 
thoroughfare; which was referred to the Commi 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. HENRY DODGE presented a_ petition, 
signed by 110 persons in the town of Racine, Te: 
ritory of Wisconsin, asking Congress to pass a law 
granting to the schcol commissioners of the town 
of Racine the power of giving durable leases on 
the lands of the school section belonging to said 
town, 

The SPEAKER then stated to the gentleman 
from Maryland [Mr. J. P. Kennepy] that bis bill 
on the subject of reciprocity treaties was the regu- 
lar order of business, and would be called up thea, 
unless he consented to waive it for an hour, to pet: 
mit the reception of reporis of committees. 

Mr. KENNEDY ascenting, and by general cox: 
sent, the standidg committees were called on lo! 
reports; and the following were made: 


LETTERS TO TEXAS. 


Mr. BRIGGS, from the Commitiee on tbe Pos! 
Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to auihoriz’ 
the Postmaster General to require the postage 0” 
letters directed to Texas to be paid in advance. 

Mr. BRIGGS said that this bill was reported in 
consequence of a proposition from the Govel0- 
ment of Texas for an arrangement on the sub: 
ject, ar 
Mr. ADAMS objected to the second reading“ 
the bill; and the question on printing was pu', an 
carried, 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. BRIGGS, from the same committee, repo 
ed, with amendments, the bill from the Senate © 
prevent the employment of private expresses §P°" 
the mail routes, and for the prevention of fav’ 
upon the revenues of the Post Office Departmen. 

Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, from the om 
mittee on the Pest Office and Post Roads, reper 


a bill for the relief of James H. Jenkins. 
Mr. W. also presented a memorial of the mea 
bers of the bar of East Tennessee, praying Con 
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ress to change the time of helding the United 
Sraies court at Knoxville from the first Mondays 
, May and November to the third Mondays of 
: iJ and October; which was referred to the Com 
ne on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ANDREW KENNEDY, from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
s bill for the relief of Saiumarsh and Overton; 
wbich was twice read, and referred to the Commit- 
we of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


MILITARY DISTRICTS. 


Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill to divide the Uni- 
ef States into two military districts; which was 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

On motion by Mr. PENDLETON, the same 
committee was discharged from the further consid- 
gation of the resolution directing them to inquire 
into the expediency of abolishing the office of Ma- 
jor General of the army of the United States. 


ST. AUGUSTINE. 


Mr. STANLY, from the same committee, re- 

ried a bill to authorize the Secretary of War to 
archase a lot of ground in the town of St. Angus- 
tine, Florida; which was read twice, and referred. 

Mr. CALHOUN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Wolfenden; which was twice read, and referred to 
the Commitiee of the Whole. 

On motion by Mr. STANLY, the Committee of 
the Whole was discharged from the further consid- 
eration of the bill; and it was read the third time, 
and passed. 


OREGON TERRITORY. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which had been referred the bill from 
the Senate for the adoption of measures for the oc- 
cupation and setilement of the Oregon Territory, 
and for extending the laws of the United Siates 
over the same, together with the House bill on the 


same subject, reported them without amendment, 


with the recommendation that they do not pats. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Com mitee on Rev- 
olationary Pensions, reporied the following bills; 
which were read twice, and committed: 

A bill allowing a pension to Ebenezer Dewey. 

A bill for the relief of John Rose. 

A bill allowing a pension to Frederick Hopkins. 

He also made several adverse reports on peti- 
tions for an extension of the pension laws. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Jobn P. 
Schuyler; which was read twice, and ccmmitied. 

Mr. DOAN, ‘from the Committee on lavalid 
Pensions, made an adverse report upon the petition 
of Richard B. Brumfie'd. 

Mr. J. C. EDWARDS, from a select com- 
mittee, reported a bill to provide for the purchase 
of water-rotted hemp for the use of the United 
States navy; which was read twice, and committed. 

He also submitted a joint resolation, authorizing 
the Secretary of War to caure a survey to be made 
of certain portions of Grand and Spring rivers; 
which was read twice, and ccmmitted. 

Mr. GORDON, from the Committee oa Invalid 
Pensions, made an adverse report upon the peti- 
tion of Horace B. Abby. 

Mr. WINTHROP, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported the following three several 
bills, which were read twice and committed: 

A bill authorizing the establishment of certain 
buoys, and spiadl.s, and fog bells, for the safety of 
havigation. ® 

A bill authorizing the ‘éreciion of certain light- 
houses for the fi:eal year ending June 30, 1844, 
and for other purposes. 

A bill authorizing the survey and examination 
of sites for light-houses and light-boats. 

Mr. AYCRIGG, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, made adverse reporis upon the petitions 
of John Ball, jr., Simon Kenton, John Dixon, 
Christopher Lambert, John Owen, Empson Ham- 
ilton, and Sarah Pratt. 

Mr. THOMAS W. WILLIAMS, from the 

Mmitiee on Commerce, made an adverse report 
upon the memorial of Charles H. Russell and 
Charles Potter. 
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Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made a report-npon the petition of 
J. Eper Cowan, accompanied by a bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of Antoine 
Varques and others; which was read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, from the Committee on 
Commerce, moved that the bill to establish a ware- 
housing system be made the special order for to- 
morrow, with the understanding that it be disposed 
of during the day. 

Mr. PICKENS said he heped no such agree- 
ment would be made by the House. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY expressed his intention 
to move a suspension of the rules; but, after a few 
words of conversation between him and the Speak- 
er, the subject dropped. 

Mr. A. RANDALL moved that the Committee 
on Commerce be discharged from the consideration 
of the petitions from inhabitants of the State of 
Maine relative to the effects of foreign treaties, 
and that the same be committed to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Ucion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. BURKE, it was ordered 
that Jesse Roberts bave leave to withdraw his pe- 
tition and accompanying papers from the files of 
the House. 

On the motion of Mr. STOKELY, it was re- 
solved that the Committee on the Mititia be in- 
structed to inquire and report what amendments 
are necessary and proper to the laws of the United 
States, to insure the preservation cf the public 
arms of the United States distributed to the militia 
of the several States; and to report by bill or other- 
wise 

Mr. RENCHER, from the Commitice on In- 
dian Affairs, to which was referred the bill 
from the Senate entitled “‘An act for the relief of 
Benjamin Murphy,” reported the same, with an 
amendment; and it was committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House. 

On the motion of Mr. ROOSEVELT, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury inform this 
House at what time an answer may be expected to the resolo- 
tion adopted onthe 6th day of August last, calling upon him to 


collectors, naval officers, and surveyor of the port of New 
York, required by the act of March 3, 1811, of moneys received 
by them respectively for forfeitures, rents, compromises, 
&c. 


Mr. W. SMITAL submitted the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That, in all future publications of the Army and 
Navy Register of the United States, there shall be affixed, 
opposite the name ofeach person published therein, in separate 
columns, the annual pay of such officer or person, the amount 
paid him for rations, servants, and forage, and the gross amount 
paid or allowed him in all respects fer and on his account, and 
for and during the year preceding such publication. 


The resolution was adopted. 
U. 8S. SQUADRONS ON FOREIGN SERVICE. 


Mr. BURNELL submitted the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and he hereby 
ie, directed to report to this House, at the next session of Con- 
gress, a statement of the several! vessels composing the squad- 
rons of the United States for the last six years, together with the 
names of the commanders of such squadrons, and the name of 
the officer commanding each vessel of every squadron. Also, 
the foreign ports which each vessel has entered during the time 
of her remaining on her station, or while proceeding to it, and 
the time which she remained in each of said ports; and where 
the public service has been a cauve of unusual detention, that 
he state the same; and, also, whether, in his opinion, any such 
vessels have remained unnecessarily long in foreign ports; 
whether the attention of the commander of any squadron has, 
in all such cases, been called thereto; what such cases have 
been, and what proceedings have been instituted in relation to 
them; and that hereafter the Secretary of the Navy reportto 
this House annually, at the commencement of each session of 
Congress, a statement, as above, applicable to the current 
year. 


Mr. WISE objected to the reception of the reso- 
lution. 

Mr. BURNELL said, if he could have the op- 
portunity to explain, he thought the House would 
adopt the resolution. It called upon the Secretary 
of the Navy to report, atthe next session of Con- 
gress, on a snbject upon which the country had 
been held in almost total ignorance. 

Mr. WISE called the gentleman to order—the 
resolution not being debatable, as it had been ob- 
jected to. 

Mr. BURNELL continued to explain. He said 
he was calling for information a year hence. 








Mr. WISE called the gentleman to order. 

Mr. BURNELL said he was only following the 
example of the geatleman from Virginia himself. 

Mr. WISE demanded when he had set him the 
example? 

The two gentlemen sat down, making mutual 
explana'ions, and the subject went over. 

Mr. BURNELL, however, rose again in a short 
time, and moved a suspension of the rules for the 
reception ef that resolution. 

The question was taken, and the motion nega- 
tived. 
THE SOMERS CASE. 

Mr. SNYDER submitted the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
whether Samuel R. Betts, district judge of the United States 
for the southern district of New York, refused to entertain a 
complaint of murder, alleged to have been committed on the 
high seas, upon the ground that he had other business of acivil 


nature to occupy his time; and to rcport to this House the 
prover proceedings to be taken on the oecasion. 


Mr. SNYDER sent up to the Clerk’s table the 
following communication of Judge Betts, to be 
read to the House: 


“Application is renewed before me this evening, 
on the affidavit of Margaret E. Cromwell, for a war- 
rant toarrest Commander Mackenzie and Lieutenant 
Gansevoort, for illegal homicide, committed by 
them on board the Uniied States brig-of-war 
Somers, on the high seas, on the Ist day of De- 
cember last, in putting to death Philip Spencer, 
Samuel Cromwell, and E.isha Small. 

“Without scanning the allegations upon which 
process is demanded on this second application, or 
at all entering into the inquiry as to the forum 
properly having cognizance of the charges; and 
supposing that no question was involved as to the 
competency of the civil courts to take jurisdiction 
of the matter, or of the fitness of their so doing, I 
do not feel that the complaint is one that I ought 
to entertain and investigate under existing circum- 
stances. 

“By the act of September 24, 1789, section 33, 
Congress authorized a justice or judge of the 
courts of the United States, or any judge or justice 
of the peace of the State, to caue ary person ac- 
cused of an offence against the laws of the United 
States to be arrested, committed, or bailed, as the 
case might require. 

“The act of Congress of 231 August, 1841, ex- 
tended the like authority to commissioners appointed 
by the circuit court. 

“There are a large number of officers resident in 
this city and Kings county, who have equal au- 
thority to institute and entertain these proceedings 
with the judges of the United States courts. 

“The judicial business of the district courts of 
this district, including the administration of the 
bankrupt act, is, by various acts of Congress, as- 
signed to the district judges exclusively. [tis no- 
torious that there ministerial daties absorb the en- 
tire time of the district judge of this distriet, and 
that he has not been able, since the Ist of February 
last, to devote any portion of bis time out of court 
to cases of criminal complaints, every one of 
which has necessarily been first brought before and 
passed upon by some other of the above author- 
ized officers. Nor bas he been able to sit with the 
circuit judge in court during that period, except in 
a few.cases requiring indispensably the presence 
of both judges. 

“Tt is most manifest, from the details given in the 
affidavit of Mrs. Cromwell, that if the civil magis- 
trate takes cognizance of this complaint, he mast 


_ necessarily go into a particular examination of all 


the facts and circumstances atiendant upon the 
homicide, to ascertain whether it be a case for com- 
mitment; and if so, whether bail can be allowed, and 
under what terms. 

“The affidavit siates that the naval court of in- 
quiry has been employed from day to day in exam- 
ining witnesses in relation to this matter, from the 
30th day of December last to this day: and, al- 
though some greater despatch might probably be 
attained before a civil magistrate, in the mere ex- 
amination of witnesses; yet, as the prosecutrix has 
employed private counsel, and prays to be heard 
by them; and as, doubtless, in case of any pro- 
ceeding, counsel] will be aflowed the accused,—the 
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dispesition of questions of evidence, and other 

ints incident to like examinations, may reasona- 

ly be expected to consume an amount of time 

equivalent to what can be saved by the greater ex- 
pedition of a single magistrate in taking proofs. 

“This would accordingly compel me to suspend 
the business now pressing upon ihe court for a pe- 
riod of two or three weeks, and devote that length 
of time to the hearing of these charges. 

“It was, no doubt, a motive of weight with Con- 
gress, in cenferring power on so many officers to 
take preliminary examinations on criminal charges, 
to leave the judges of the United States courts 
free to devote themselves to other duties exclasive- 
ly allotted to them. 

“Under these circumstances, I return the papers 
submitted me to the prosecutrix. 

(Signed) “SAM’L R. BETTS.” 

“New York, 

Thursday evening, Jan. 19, 1843.” 


Mr. SNYDER desired also to have read the let- 
ter of Mr. Benjamin F. Butler; but objection was 
made. He moved a suspension of the rules. 

The motion to suspend the rales was rejected— 
ayes 30, noes not counted. 

The following is the letter referred to: 


TRIAL OF COMMANDER MACKENZIE. 
Pourta Day—Ferervary 4. 


Before the court-martial resumed its proceedings this morn- 
ing, Benjamin F. Bucier, esq , had a lengthy conversation with 
the judge advocate, and afterwards seated himself at one of the 


side-tablea, prepared to take notes of the proceedings 

All the members of the court were present at 11 o'clock, 
with the exception of Captain Smith, who is seriously indis- 
posed 


The judge advocate informed the court that he had received a 
communication from a distinguished member of the New York 


bar; and, as it contained nothing impreper, he would lay it be- 
fore the court. ‘ 
The court was then cleared for upwards ofan hour. After 


our readmissidn, the judge advocate read the following docu- 
ment: 

“The undersigned beg to state that they have been employed 
by the relatives of acting midshipman Philip Spencer, (one of 
the persons for the murder of whom Commander Mackenzie is 
on trial,) to attend this trial, and take part therein as counsel, if 
permitted by the court, The undersigned, therefore, most re- 
epectfully request thatthey may be permitted, as such counsel, 
to be prevent; to examine and cross-examine the witnesses pro- 
duced, by propounding such questions as may be approved by 


the court; and to offer, from tmme to time, such suggestions in 
relation to the proceedings, and to present such comments on 
the testimony when concluded, (subject to the like approbation 
of the couri,) as they may deem necessary. 

“The undersigned respectfully offer their opinion, that the 
court possesses full power to do so; and that the nature of the 
investigation to be had, and the interest naturally and justly felt 
therein by those for whom they appear, render it proper that 
the same should be granted by the court 


“BENJAMIN F. BUTLER, 
“CHARLES O’CONNOR, 
“New York, February 4, 1843” 
The Judge Advocate: lam ordered to read the following de- 
cision: 
“The court is of opinion that the above communication be 
apes on the record, and decide that the application contained 
n it be not granted.”’ 
The President: The court stands adjourned till Monday at 11 
o'clock 
The court accordingly adjourned. 


MINT AT DAHLOWEGA. 


Mr. M. A. COOPER asked the favor of the 
House to take up and pass the bill which he had 
introduced, entitled “A bill explanatory of the act 
establishing a branch mint at Dahlonega, Georgia, 
and regulating and defining the duties of assayer 
and coiner of said mint.” 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL stated that the director 
of the Philadeiphia mint wrote to him some time 
since, expressing great solicitude ‘about this bill, 
and desiring to know its provisions. He (Mr. 1) 
enclosed the director a copy of the bill, but had 
not yet beard from him on the subject. He sug- 
gested that it would be better to wait for further in- 
formation before the passage of the bill was urged. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER said no one would have 
any objection to this bill. Its object was merely to 
define the duties of assayer and coiner, which are 
now assigned by the director of the mint, 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 


OCRACOKE MARINE HOSPITAL. 


On motion of Mr. WASHINGTON, the bill 
in relation to the marine hospital at Ocracoke, 
N.C., (reappropriating $10,000 to that institution,) 
was taken up. 

No objection having been made, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed, and then read a third 
time and passed. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ELECTIONS 10 THE NEXT CONGRESS. 


Mc. J. CAMPBELL said he would make an- 
o'ler aitempt to have his bill (No. 649) taken up— 
to suspend the operation, for two years, of the second 
section of the act of 1842, apportioning the repre- 
sentatives to Congress among the several States, 
{The effect of this bill will be to repeal the clause 
by which the States are directed to elect members 
from single districts in every Siate.] 

Mr. FILLMORE objected to having any special 
day set apart for any bill like this, when so many 
appropriation bills remained undisposed of. If, 
however, this bill was to be taken up, he wished 
another bill, (651,) “regulating the manner of ta- 
king testimony in contested elections,” to be acted 
on at the same time. 

Mr. J. CAMPBELL moved to discharge the 
Commitee of the Whole from the farther consider- 
ation of the bill which he had referred to. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to discharge the com- 
mittee from the second named bill above mentioned. 

The motions were severally put and carried. 


PRECEDENCE OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. J. P. KENNEDY having obtained the floor— 

Mr. PICKENS rose to a questionof order. He 
wished to know whether the subject (reciprocity 
treaties) assigned as a special order for yesterday, 
wasentitied to come upand have precedence to-day. 

The SPEAKER said it would; having been called 
up by the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Ken- 
NEDY] jast before the adjournment. 

Mr. WISE said it was called up, but no action 
taken on it by the House. 

Mr. PICKENS, regarding this as an important 
point, wished to have it decided. When so many 
important bills remained undecided—the army bill, 
the civil and diplomatic bill, the exchequer bill— 
he wished to see if it wasthe will of the House to 
put them aside, for measurcs of a partial interest, 
It often happened that days were set apart for the 
transaction of Territorial and District business, 
which was noi taken up; yet no one claimed that 
it should go over from day to day, and have pre- 
cedence. 

The SPEAKER said, that to assign a day to 
Territorial or District business generally, was dif- 
ferent from assigning a day to the consideration of 
a particular bill. Should the House specify the 
the bills which were to be acted on, whenever it as- 
signed a day for Territoriai or District business, such 
bills would, of course, have precedence from day 
to day, until disposed of; but such was not the 
practice of the House. 


Mr. PICKENS said he did not understand the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Kennepy] as call- 
ing up his joint resolution. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Mary- 
land did call it up, as the journal showed. 

The vote was then taker upon the appeal of the 
gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Pickens] 
from the decision of the Speaker, and the judgment 
was sustained. 

On motion of Mr. W. 0. BUTLER, the Com- 
mittee of the Whole were discharged from the 
consideration of the bill to amend the act respect- 
ing the organization of the army, and for other 
purposes. 


RECIPROCITY TREATIES. 


On motion of Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, 
the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the siate of the Union, (Mr. Tituina- 
Hast in the chair,) and took up the following joint 
resolution: 


JOINT RESOLUTION concerning the termination of certain 
commercial treaties. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested, whenever he shall deem it compatible with the public 
interest, to make known to the Governments of Denmark, Swe- 
den, the Hanseatic republics, Prussia, Austria, and Russia, in 
conformity with the stipulations of the existing commercial 
treaties between said Governments and the United States, the 
desire and intention of this Government to terminate such com. 
mercial treaties now in force between said Governments and 
the United States as have contracted to allow the parties there- 
to to import on equal terms, as regards duties on merchandise 
and tonnage, each into the ports of the other, goods, wares, and 
merchandise other than those of the growth, produce, or 
manufacture of the nation in whose vessels the same are 
borne. 

Src, 2, And be it further resolved, That, in all future ne- 


gotiations which may be opened with th resaid Go 
ments, or with any other, itis the policy of the United 

to confine the privilege of reciprocal importation, Beate 
terms as to goods and shipping, to goods, wares, ard mrt 


dise the product of the countries from whence, we ¥ 


ships, they are imported, or the product of such conti 
countries thereto a8 usually carry on their foreign’ come 
through the ports of the same. Maeree 


Mr. KENNEDY eddressed the committee ,, 
length, explaining the object of the resolution _ 
reviewing our commercial treaties generally, , 

Mr. McKEON next addressed the committee 
the subject of the bill; but he expressed his ap 7 
hension that there was scarcely time to <8 
much good legislation thereon at the present 
sion. He then went at length into the broad 
question. 

Mr. CUSHING followed in advocacy of the 
resolution. 

Mr. TRIPLETT next took part in the diseys. 
sion, and submitted an addition as an amendment, 
to protect the commerce of the United States, as the 
gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. J. P. Kenwepy 
by his resolution, which was then under considera. 
tion, only proposed to protect the navigating inter. 
ests; and he proceeded to explain and advocate his 
amendment. He admitted that he considered jt 
too late to effect much at this advanced period of 
the session; and that he had mainly risen, therefore 
to call attention to the subject; and he hoped ba 
amendment would be printed, that it might be con. 
sidered preparatory to future legislation. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the committee to repor 
these resolutions to the House, that they might be 
brought under its control and disposed of to-day, 

Mr. BREWSTER appealed to his colleague to 
to allow him to make some remarks in committee; 
and he appealed to him more particularly on the 
ground that he did not often trouble the House, 
and would not now, were it not that he considered 
this a subject of particular importance. 

Mr. FILLMORE said be had simply risen to 
make an appeal to the House; and with that he con- 
sidered he had discharged his duty. He begged to re- 
mind gentlemen that most of the appropriation bills 
remained to be acted upon—and appropriation bills 
of a most important character, including one re- 
ported from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, in 
relation to the boundary treaty, and other bills of 
great interest to the country; amongst which there 
was the bill in relation to the warehousing system, 
while there were but 13 working days of the session 
remaining. It was indispensable, therefore, that 
this subject should be disposed of to-day. 


Mr. BREWSTER said it was very seldom that 
he troubled the House; but he must ask the privi- 
lege of doing so now. He then proceeded to dis. 
cuss the general principles involved in the resolu. 
tions, illustrating his positions by numerous refer- 
ences, and treating the subject in an elaborate and 
argumentative manner. 

Afier Mr. Brewster had concluded his re 
marks, 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee 
rise, in order that he might make a motion to dis- 
charge it from the further consideration of the 
subject. It was apparent to ali, that this resolu 
tion could not be passed, or sufficiently discussed, 
at this late period of the session; and that it de- 
layed the action of the House on objects of indis 
pensable necessity. Mr. F., however, withdrew 
his motion at the request of 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut, who, after a 
few remarks, renewed the motion, and the com- 
mittee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. KENNEDY moved to discharge the Com- 
mittee of the Whole from the further considera 
tion of the resolution; which was agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD offered a resolution direct- 
ing the Secretary of the Treasury to make a re 
port to Congress, at the next session, on the sub- 
ject of the inspection laws of the State of Louisr 
ana. 

After the reading and reference of several com- 
munications from the Executive Departments, tbe 
following bills were twice read and referred: _ 

The bill relating to the appointment of Assis 
ant Postmasters General. 

The joint resolution for the distribution of the 
Compendium of the Sixth Census; and 


The joint resolution for the transfer of the stock 
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id by the United States in the Chesapeake ani 
> Cana! Company to the State of Maryland, and 
: cities of Washington, Georgetown, and Al- 
‘andria, 08 certain conditions. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Farpay, February 17, 1843. 


Mr. CUTHBERT, Senator from Georgia, appeared 

, his seat to-day. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the proceedings of a 

ing of the Chamber of Commerce of New 
York, in reference to the bill which came to this 
oy from the House of Representatives, proposing 
reduction of the number of officers and others 
ployed in the custom-house of New York city. 
yr, W. remarked that this meeting of the Cham- 
4 of Commerce was held on the 14th instant. 

y unanimously adopted a report at that meet- 
ig, a copy of Which he now presented. It em- 
bodied, in an extended form, the views of the 

rehan's of that city as to the wants of commerce 
sod business there, accerding to their experience. 
He was exceedingly desirous that the statements in 
his report shold be read by Senators before the 
,i| should be acted upon; and, with that view, he 
proposed 10 make the motion that it be printed; and 
hoped the Senate would indulge him by giving 
heir unanimous consent for that purpose, to do 
way with the necessity for the reference of the 
soiion to the Committee on Printing; and, as 
another inducement for that course, he remarked 
hat the Committee on Commerce, who had unan- 
jnously reported favorably to the passage of the 
pill, (at a meeting of the committee at which he 

snot present,) had since instructed their chair- 
man to move the recommitment of the bi.l to that 
committee. 

The memorial was then ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. W. also presented a statement of the busi- 
ness of the port of New York by a comparison of 
the years 1826, 1827, and 1828, with the years 
1839, 1840, and 1841. The statement (said Mr. 
W.) contained information valuable to the Senate, 
while acting on this bill. He therefore moved 
that it be printed, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON said he had been directed 
by the Committee on Commerce to ask the Senate 
10 recommit the bill to reduce the number and 
compensation of the officers and others employed 
in the port of New York; and, with that view, on 
bismotion, the above bill was taken up and re- 
committed. 


Mr. H., from the same committee, reported 
back, without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, the bill to continue in 
foree an act therein mentioned, relating to the port 
of Baltimore. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the pre- 
vious orders of the day were postponed, and the 
above bill was taken up as in commiltee of the 
vhole; and no amendment being proposed, it was 
leported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

Mr. H. also repurted back from the same com- 
mitiee, without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, House bill entitled “An 
acl to reduce the salary of the surveyor of the port 
of Camden, New Jersey.” 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from 
Backner Thruston, representative of Charles Wynn 
Thruston, deceased, an officer in the revolutionary 
amy, praying to be allowed commutation pay: re- 
trred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BAYARD presented a memorial from 
sundry cittzens of Delaware, urging upon Con- 
gress the passage of a law authorizing the issue of 
$00,000,000 of stock, based on the public domain, 
0 be divided among the States and Territories in 
atepresentative ratio, for their relief; which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Several adverse reports of standing committees 
*0 private claims were taken up, and concurred in. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
teported back, without amendment, and with a 
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the relief of Lyman N Cook, a 
Solomen Emerson. 

Mr. 8. also, from the same commitiee, reported 
back, with an amendment, the bill for the relief of 
Jeremiah Kimball. 

Mr. 8. also, from the same committee, reported 
back, without amendment, and with a recommend- 
ation that. they ibe indefinitely postponed, the fol- 
lowing bills from the House, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Jane McGuire, widow 
of Major Thomas McGuire; © 

The bili for the relief of Mary Elder; and 

The bill for the relief of Patrick Masterton. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, (accompanied 
by special reports, which were ordered to be print- 
ed) the following bills from the House, viz: 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Harris 

The bill for the relief of Leah Tenure; and 

The bill for the relief of Henry Freeman. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Commitiee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Ashael 
Brainard; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading, accompanied by a special report, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the Committee 
on Pensions was disclarged from the memorial of 
the widow of Richard Zantzinger; and it was refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, the bill for the relief 
of Elizabeth Gresham, widow of George Gresham. 

Mr. P., from the same committee, reported 
back, without amendmen', and with a recommend- 
ation that they be indefinitely pestponed, house 
bill for the relief of George Hommeil, and the bill 
granting a pension to Joseph Watson. 

Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and witha 
recommendation that it do pass, the bill for the re- 
lief of Elizabeth Powers. 


Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds, reported back, with an 
amendment, the bill to fix the compensation of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings. 

Several bills from the House were read twice, 
and referred to appropriate committees. 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the Senate took 
up, as in committee of the whole, the bill from the 
House for the relief of Thomas King of Ten- 
nessee. 

The bill was opposed by Mr. KING, on the 
ground that, if the individual was entitled to an 
invalid pension, he could, on application at the de- 
partment, procure it under the general law. 

Mr. SEVIER explained why it was he could 
not receive a pension under the general law, ot 
which, he contended that, in justice, he was en- 
titled. 

There being no amendment proposed to the 
bill, it was reported to the Senate, ordered to a 
third reading, was read a third time and passed— 
ayes 15, noes 12. 

On motion by Mr. BARROW, the previous or- 
ders were postponed, and the Senate took up and 
considered, as in committee of the whole, the bill 
for the relief of Nancy Hambright, widow of 
Captain John Hambright, deceased; and there be- 
ing no amendment offered, it was reported to the 
Senate, read the third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, the bill to allow a 
pension to Esther Augur, (which the Committee 
on Pensions thought there was no necessity for 
the passage of, believing the pension could be 
obtained by application at the department,) was 
taken up and laid on the table; and leave was 
granted to the petitioner to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate her petition and papers, with 
the view of presenting them at the department. 

Mr. MILLER moved to postpone the previous 
orders, with a view of taking up the bill to incor- 
porate the Georgetown College, in the District of 
Columbia. 

Messrs. YOUNG and PHELPS opposed the ta-« 
king of bills out of their proper place on the calen- 
der, and giving them precedence over private 
claims which had been so long pending. 
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Mr. MILLER pointed out the necessity of ‘or- 
warding action on this bill, so as to secure the ac- 
tion of the other House on it. 

The question was put; and the Senate refused to 
take the bill up. 

On motion by Ms. MERRICK, the bill for the 
relief of Samuel D. Rose and others was taken up 
as in committee of the whole; and there being no 
propesition to amend, it was reported to the Sen- 
ate, read the third time, according to order, and 
passed. 


THE QUESTION OF ASSUMPTION. 

Mr. RIVES called ap his resolutions (inserted in 
yesterday’s paper) on the subject of the assumption 
of State debts, and declaring the opinion of the 
Senate that Congress can never assume those debts, 
in any form, without a violation of the Con- 
stitution, and committing a gross act of inexpedi- 
ency. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON inquired whether those 
resolutions took precedence of the business on the 
calendar after the morning hour? 

The CHAIR was understood to say that they 
did not. 

Mr. RIVES remarked, that, in the discussion of 
yesterday, it was understood that the reso'utions 
postponed tll te day would be the business in or- 
der for this day. That was the understanding on 
yesterday. 

Mr. KING was understood to say that, from the 
action of the Senate on yesterday, those resolutions 
were not to be considered the business of the morn- 
ing hour, but the business of the day, from the hour 
of one o’clock, 

Mr. RIVES, inasmuch as the Chair had made 
a decision against the understanding of yesterday, 
moved to postpone all the previous orders, for the 
purpose of proceeding to the consideration of those 
resolutions. 

The Senate was then divided on the motion to 
take up the resolutions; and the Chair, on making 
a count, said the motion was not carried. 

Mr. RIVES called for a division. 

The Senate was again divided on a count; and 
the Chair announced that inere were 20 in the af- 
firmative, and 

Mr. ALLEN bere called for the yeas and nays. 

Messrs. CRITTENDEN and HUNTINGTON 
simultaneously interposed, and asked the Chair 
if it was in order to make a call for the yeas and 
nays afier the Chair had decided that the motion 
was lost. 

The CHAIR said he had not so decided; he had 
not announced the vote, and it was in order to de- 
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered, and, being 
taken, were—yeas 22, nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buchanaar, 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Rives, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, Wright, and Young—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Clayton, 
Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Hender- 
son, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelpe, 
Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Tallmadge, and Woodbridge—22, 

So the motion to proceed to the consideration of 
these resolutions was decided in the negative. 


FINE ON GENERAL JACKSON, 

The bill to indemnify Maj. Gen. Andrew Jack- 
son for damages sustained in the discharge of his 
official duty, came up in order as in committee of 
the whole, on the amendment of the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. LINN said, the very best argument he 
could offer against the introduction of the proposed 
amendment, and in favor of the original bill, 
would be found in the report made by the com- 
mittee cf the House of Representatives to which 
this subject had been referred. It was recommend- 
ed, in that report, that the money should be 
granted to General Jackson in consideration of his 
distinguished military services, and the gratitude 
due to him fer his successful defence of New Or- 
leans. 


If it was to be put upon the ground of a re- 
ward for his military services, it was evidently 
inadequate. No one could question the. patriot- 
ism, the valor, and the distinguished nature of the 
military services of Major General Andrew Jack- 
son, as Gisplayed throughout the whole course of 












Pe. 


ee 


Pe Ta 


4 





. = i a ll 
pl ea 
4} ee " 


2 TS eh a gl 


OF 


the late war, and particularly at the closing scenes 
of that war. If, therefore, the act of restoration of 
the sum of $1,000 was to be taken to be in con- 
sideration of the distinguished military services of 
Genera] Jackson in the defence of the country, it 
would be perceived at once that no friend of the 
Genera! could vote for the bill, nor could General 
Jackson himself accept the money npon any such 
terms. 


The bil! introduced by him (Mr. L.) at the last ses. 
sion, a8 well as at this, was plain and simple, re- 
quiring the proper accounting officer of the Treasu- 
ry Department to ascertain the amount awarded 
against General Jackson at New Orleans, for an 
Official act done by him, and to repay that amount, 
with interest accruing upon it; and in the remarks 
which he had made at the time of the introduction 
of the bill, he had placed the matter on the same 
ground upon which other cases of a similar nature 
had been placed, where penalties had been awarded 
by the civil courts against officers for acts commit- 
ted in the discharge of their official duties. He 
had adduced various parallel cases, one of which 
occurred as late ag the year 1823, when a military 
officer (Colone! Purdy) was indaced to arrest per- 
sons suspected of disaffection, even in time of peace, 
without any such sirong necessity to justify the act 
as existed in the case of General Jackson, and was 
amerced in damages. The matter was referred to 
Congress; and the committee to which it was re- 
ferred, without hesitation, reported in favor of re- 
funding the money; although the incarceration of 
the individuals (which was the offence complained 
of) was committed during a time of peace, and 
without the strong and urgent necessity under 
which General Jackson acted; and it was deter- 
mined, by the committee and by Congress, that the 
mouey ought to be refunded, because they believed 
the officer had acted in the faithful discharge of his 
duty, and that it was his zea! in the service of his 
country which lay at the bottom of the act; that it 
proceeded from patriotism, and from that alone. 
He believed there was no case in which the Con- 
gress of the United Statas, being convinced that 
the act proceeded from patriotic motives, and was 
done in good faith, and ut der a sense of duty, had 
refused to resiore a sum of money which had been 
taken from an officer in the shape of damages. 

This bill was strikingly analogous to the one in 
favor of Matthew Lyon, which had passed this 
body. In that case, a tine which had been im- 
posed upon him by a district judge of the Uniied 
States, was, after the lapse of forty years, restored 
to his heirs, upon the ground that he acted with 
good intentions; and the question whether the judge 
who imposed the fine acted right or wrong, was not 
agitated. The money was refunded, because the 
Senate of the United States thought it had been ta- 
ken from him improperly; but there was not, as in 
this case, (where the judge aciedin his own care, 
and acied as both judge and jury,) a word said 
about injury to the character of the jadge by re- 
fanding the money. 

Why should the case of General Jackson be 
made an exception? Why should he not have the 
same justice rendered to him, as had been rendered 
to all other officers in the service of this Govern- 
ment? They would recollect the cases of General 
Brown and General Wilkinson, «ben the decisions 
of the courts rested upon the violation of the State 
laws, as well as the laws of the United Siates. 
These cases were analogous to the present. He 
referred also to a case which occurred during the 
late war, where six individuals bad been arrested 
upon suspicion of treachery, and suit was after- 
wards brought against the cflicer who ordered the 
arrest;and he was amerced in the sum of $9,000. 
And the Congress of the United States, after a de- 
liberate examination of all the circumstances of 
the case, required the money to be refunded. 

But it seemed that General Jackson's case was 
to be madean exception to that rule which had been 
so universally acted upon in all other cases; that it 
was to be made an exception upon political grounds; 
or perhaps gentlemen might indulge in an act of 
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revenge upon the aged and the absent—like the ab- © 


sent statue of Brutus fromthe ancient noble group; 
and he would say, that ibe absence of action in this 
case, would render the case more remarkable. 





He had hoped that the vote would have been enough to throw myself down in the way 
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taken upon the bill without discassion, as had 
been done in the case cf Matthew Lyon. It 
seemed to be otherwise ordained, however; and he 
would proceed to make a few remarks upon the 
subject. Inall such cases asthe one they were 
now considering, the Jaw was necessarily silent. 
Necessity had no law. The qnestion was, whether 
this was a case of that description; and upon this 
point there seemgg to be no difference of opinion in 
the minds of those who were not biassed by strong 
party feelings. They all agreed that his condect 
was justified by stern necessity; that he acted, at 
all events, upon motives of the purest patriotism. 
The President of the United States, as well as 
Congress, at that time, was aware of every step 
taken by General Jackson. The President had it in 
charge to see the laws of the country faithfully 
executed, Did the conduct of General Jackson, on 
that cceasion, meet with any rebuke from 
President Madison? If his conduct had been 
an outrage or a violation of the laws, why did 
not the authorities take the necessary steps to ar- 
rest his course? No, sir, there was scarcely a dis- 
senting voice throughout this broad land, from the 
opinion that he had acted correctly; and the only 
question ibat could come up now, was, whether he 
carried his measures beyond tke point which ne- 
cessity absolutely required. In no point of view 
in which you canexamine the subject, could his con- 
duct be regarded in a more exalted light than that 
which exhibited him continuing his vigilance until 
there was not even the appearance of danger remain- 
ing. But this was a point about which gentlemen 
would differ. In one of his official reports, made in 
January, 1815, Gen. Jackson told the Administra- 
tion that, notwithstanding the enemy had disap- 
peared from the coast, yet he would continue the 
same measures for the security of the country 
which he had heretofore had in operation. There 
had not been quoted by gentlemen who had enter- 
ed into this contest, either in Congress, or through 
the newspapers, anything to controvert the truth 
of the declaration, wherein General Jackson an- 
nounced to the world that he would continue, 
until every shadow of danger had disappeared, 
to use the most vigilant measures for the protection 
of thecountry. Was not this determination right? 
Was if not prudent? Was it not commendable? 


The romorcf peace, which arrived through the 
British fleet, was near ditorganizing his army. 
This was the reason, and the sole reason, why 
General Jackson thonght it necessary to relax no 
effort, no exertion, for the safety of the place, But 
lo revert to the position that necessity has no law, 
(Mr. L. said,) he would point out to Senators the 
ins'ance where, under the o'd articles of Confeder- 
ation, the States violated the Constitution by rais- 
ing an army in time of peace. It was justified 
alone on the ground of necessity. And for fear 
that his mere assertion would not be sufficient, 
(Mr. L. said,) he would, with permission of the 
Senate, read from the 25th numberof the Federalist. 
[He here read the passage referred to] The 
charier of the Bank of the United Sta'es had, 
on various occasions, been justified exclusively on 
the ground of necessity. It was inferred that the 
power to create such a charter, if it did not ex- 
ist in the Constitution, at all events ought to exist; 
and it was, therefore, argued to be lawful, on the 
ground of necessity. The invasion of ovr ter- 
ritory, the burning of the Caroline, and the mur- 
der of Durfee, were defended, on the ground of the 
necessity of the case on the part of Great Britain. 
Well, sir, (continued Mr. L.,) the present Pres- 
ident of the United States, in refusing to sign the 
bills fora United States bank, which Congress 
presented to him, was condemned by many per- 
sons for not yielding up his constitutional scruples; 
and with the permission of the Senate, I will read 
afew remarks in this connexion, from a speech 
delivered in this chamber, on that occasion, by a 
very distinguished Senator from Kentucky, long 
celebra'ed for his unsurpassed eloquence. [Mr. 
L. here read extracts from the speech of Mr. 
Clay, to which he referred. ] 

Sir, you must weil recollect the thrilling effeet 
produced by the Senator! have quoted when he 
said, in bis own emphatic manner, “I amn<t brave 





prosperity of my country.” All recollect . 7 
that Senator clearly intimated that if the Pres 
had constitutional objections to signing the bank bj 
he should have permitted the bill to become a co 
notwithstanding those objections. Mr. L, ref, , 
to many other instances in point, showing that 
party which now opposed this bill on Consi'uiy 
al grounds, had uniformly waived sueh 
when other officers in the public service were 1 ; 
relieved from the consequences of assuming arbit, 
ry power over civil rights, in the conscientioys 4: 
charge of their official duty. 

Why, he asked, was General Jackson 
made a solitary exception to this general », 
Why was he alone less worthy of a fair, just, gy 
impartial consideration, than others whose gery 
were less momentous to the country? Why — 
this bill alone to be denominated “a bj)] fo 
relief of Major General Andrew Jackson” w 
asked for “relief” for General Jackson? Not} 
self—not one of his friends. It was an indem; 
for damages which he sustained in the perf 
ance of a military daty, which saved the coy, 
from an invading enemy. The original bili, 9s 
(Mr. L.) had introduced it last pear, and this » 
sion, studionsly kept clear of any reference 
Judge Hall. It might have been passed withoy 
word of debate. It was not by its friends tha: 
allusion or unnecessary introduction ot Jodg 
Hall’s conduct had been brought up. They | 
been forced into the question of its propriety; b 
they were, and stillare, satisfied to have the bj 
in a form so simple as to make no mention wh 
ever of the Judge. All they want is to doan 
of even-handed justice towards General Jacks 
sach as had always been extended to other offic 
in the public service, under similar circumstance 

Mr. MILLER addressed the Senate for about 
hour in opposition to the bill, whether amended 
not. He contended that there was no necessity ( 
it, growing out of the case itself intrinsically, b 
cause, on the ground taken by the friends of 
original bill, no proof had been produced, or con 
be produced, that the fine was either illegally ¢ 
unconstitutionally imposed ; and, on the grow 
taken by the amendment, it would be entirely 
inadeqsa'e remuneration for Gen. Jackson's mil 
tary services at New Orleans. 

Mr. M. then preceeded to sta’e the circu 
stances under which the fine had been imposed 
with a view of showing that it was for a contem 
of coort, in resisting the authority of the w 
of habeas corpus, and suspending the civil fun 
tions of the law, by an unconstitutional and ar 
trary exercise of military power. He contented 
that General Jackson himself claimed the resto 
‘tion of this fine, on the bold and open groundsth 
the jadgment of the court,was iniquitous and 
lawful. He referred to his letter of the Ist of A 
gust, 1842, addressed to Jacob Gibson, in proof 
this; and contended that, if the friends of Gene 
Jackson could not now show that the course tate 
by Jadge Hall was iniquitous and unlavwfel,| 
claim must fall to the ground. That they could 
do this, wasthe position he assumed; and in :appe 
of the assumption, he referred to the history of 
constitution, of martial! law, (which he considered 
definable, unless by negation,) and to the hisie 
of the writ of habeas gorpus, from the act defip 
its powers in the reign of Charles II. dewn to 
present day. 


He maintained that it was not either justice! 
generosity; for, as to the one, the Jaw had been 
offended party; and as to the other, the sum wat" 
insignificant, that stirred up this question after 4 
pose of eight-and-twenty years. It was, he ¢ 
tended, a mere movement at a critical lie 
fo make political capital out of the ¥ 
yathies of a grateful people, for a meritor 
military Officer whose glory was cven J 
thonght capable of lighting his sueccesscr t0 | 
Presidency once more to the seat from whied 
had descended. This he thought could seco 
for the excitement got up at State Legislatures’ 
ducing them to instruct their Senators and Rep 
sentatives in Congress to advoeaie this bill 
could account for the petitions poured into 
gress day after day on the subject, and for 
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: about it abroad among the people. He 
ied that it was any slain on Genesal Jackson’s 
fame, (bat the record of this fine should be pre- 
On the contrary, he contended that it was 
avof the brightest ornaments in the page ef his 
siory, that he had bowed to the supremacy of 
jaw and the Constitution, and paid this fine 
sionement for the wound he had inflicted on 
if it bad been eiiher a pecuniary grievance, or 
bot upon the escutcheon of his name, why did 
friends, While so long in power—why did the 
Congresses fresh in the recollection of the 
sasaction—Wwhy did the Van Buren administra- 
iop, keen (0 catch at anything to do justice to, 

gratify, the military chiefiain who appointed 
he suecession—negiect the duty which now has 
rung up So suddenly, and appears so urgeni? 

Voy let this act of duty sleep for a quarter ot a 
entury? It was because they had no conviction 
that it Was necessary, either in support of General 
Jackson's character, or of their own continuation 
jp power. Bat now there was a necessity to catch 
y everything calculated to have a bearing on the 

residential election of 1844. It was for this that it 
was now proposed te take back the hero of New 
Orleans to the scene of his military glory, with all 

Congress at his heels, and sanction, by an official 
ge of national legislation, an outrage on the Con- 
station and the Jaws of the country—and that, too, 
over the grave of Dominic Hall, who had faith- 
fully discharged his duties, aud left the only monu- 
ment the country had to appeal: to of an inde- 
pendent judge biaving an arbitrary power such as 
be bad to contend with. He should vote against 
ibe bill in any form. 

Mr. McROBERTS said he was somewhat sur- 
prised that this question should be considered ia 
any way connected wiih politics; and that the State 
Legislatures were pouring in instrociions, with a 
view to control the votes of Senators in relauon to 
this subject, for political purposes. 

They had been asked, Why the necessity for 
acling upon it now? What new motive had 
prompted the measu e? He would tell the Senate. 
It was because it must be acied upon at an early 
pericd, if it was to be done in the lifetime of the 
distinguished man who was the subject of it. It was 
for the purpose of Jetting bim see and read upon 
the statute-book of this country that the fine bad 


been restored to him, that iis passage was asked for 
now. 


But why was it that so much excitement had 
sprung up in the country within the last six months 
upon this subject? Why was it the Legislatures of 
the States had interfered? It was because of your 
tefasal at the last session of Congress to render this 
act of justice; to restore the fine which had been 
unjustly imposed, and which this nation, he woald 
venture to assert, would, ai no distant day, restore. 
And he would say further, that, if Senators wonld 
bat do that which it was obligatory upon them to 
do, the act would be passed this very day. He re- 
joiced to find that they bad now a new view of the 
subject. They had not only an avowal that the 
act of General Jackson was an outrage, but they 
had the avowal from ihe gentleman on the other 
side, that the money should never be returned, 
either with or without the declaration that it was 
considered an outrage by the Senate; for he was 
always glad to see a man come out boldly and de- 
clare his opinions: and the gentleman from New 
Jersey bad done so on this occasion. He declared 

lf against the restoration of the fine on any 
terms; and that he was against it because of his 
great reverence for the Constitution, and his anx- 
lety that it should be preserved unimpaired. This 
might be very good reasoning to satisfy the honor- 
able gentleman; but what were they to infer from 
all this? That General Jackson was to be regard- 
ed as being adverse to the preservation of the Con- 
Sutution? Had he no patriotism? Had be no 
ve for the institutions of his country?) What 
other man living had shown himself so staunch a 
friend to both? ~Hlad he not periled everything in 
fence of those institwtions and of that country? 
other patriot living bad ever performed such 


Signal acts of patriotism, and exhibited himself so 
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true a friend to the Constitution under which we | 
live. 

They were told that, if they restored this money, 
it would amount to a damning reflection upon the 
character of Judge Hall. How, he would ask, 
could the character of the Judge be involved in the 
deci-ion of the Senate upon this quesiion? He had 
called General Jackson before him, and imposed 
the fine: the fine was paid; and, by its payment, the 
offence was atoned for. Wasitnoi? The man- 
date of the court had been obeyed. Where, then, 
was there cause of complaint? No; it was not 
this. The reputation of Judge Hall was not im- 
plicated; there was some other reason by which 
gentiemen were actuaied. As for the alleged con- 
temptof court, he would say a few wo:ds upon 
that point. What was meant by a contempt of 
cour? Ii would be recollected thata judge of a 
district court bad been impeached before this body 
some years ago, for acting in his own case, (and, 
by-the-way, though he was not cashiered, he nar- 
rowly escaped—ihere being more than twen 
ty voles in favor of his condemnation,) and 
the subject baving been in this way brought 
tothe atiention of the Senate, a law was passed de- 
claring what the law should be in reference to con- 
tempt; and the principles of the common Jaw upon 
that subject were embodied in the act. What was 
considered acontempt of court?’ It was shme act 
done in the presence of the couri—some act which 
reflected directly upouw the court at a court. Was 
it pretended that such was the case here? Judge 
Hall himself admitied that no court was beid from 
the time maruallaw was deciared until the army 
was disbanded. It could bave been, therefore, no 
contempt of court; and if it were held that Judge 
Hall could punish for a mere contempt of his per- 
son, he must be permitted to say it was a new doc- 
trine. No such case had ever oecurred. He 
would challesge any man to produce an acjudica- 
ted cate of the kind. General Jackson might, he 
would admit, have been prosecuted in a civil ac- 
tion; but he could not be punished for a contempt 
of court. 

Mr. McR. then referred to the record of the 
court, to show that no contempt ef court had ever 
been alleged by Judge Hall himself. He was at 
aloss to know how it could be contended that a 
military commandant was not the absolute master 
of hiscamp. True, there was nothing expressed 
in the Constitution or the laws in regard to this 
matter. But the very power to declare war, it 
seemed to him, carried with it necessarily the 
power of the General to command his own camp; 
and the General must be himself the judge as to 
the limits of his camp. 


Suppose Judge Hail had gone into the camp, and 
commenced arresting his soldiers: Why, a propo- 
sition involving consequences like these would 
make the matter too ridiculous for argument. Mr. 
McR. then alluded to the case of Matthew Lyon 
who had done some act for which he was finé 
$1,000, and imprisoned for six movths; and Con- 
gress afterwards restored the money to his heirs, 
without any allegation or refleciion on the charac- 
ter of the judge who imposed the fine. Nor was 
that the only parallel case; there were the cases of 
Hampton, Pardy, Wilkinson, and Brown; in all 
of which the juries had given heavy damages. 
And the money had been restored, without any re- 
flection upon the character of the judges or the 
juries. These men acted as much in violation of 
law as General Jackson did; and some of them 
acted far more severely, for they put the men 
whom they arrested in irons; whereas General 
Jackson had merely erdered the Judge ont of his 
encampment—and very properly; and for this he 
was fined $1,000; an:', in point of principle, there 
could be no difference whether the money was 
paid into the treasury of the United States, or 
whether it went into the pocket of the prosecutor. 
And was it possible that,while the Government had, 
in ajl other cases, restored the money uncondition- 
ally, when they came to the case of Andrew Jack- 
son he could cbtain the restoration of his 
money only by taking an insali? Thank God, 
(said Mr. McR.) he will not accept it upon such. 
terms. 

One wordmore. Judge Hall was present when 
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mariial law was declared; and what did he do upon 
that occasion? He exclaimed, “Now the country 
will be saved; without this, it would be lost.” -He 
approved the act—nay, even couns lledit. He 
desired that the bill should pass the~ Senate, and 
the money be restored unconditionally; but, unless 
it could be passed as offered, and without amend- 
ment, he would be compelled again to vote against 
it, because he would not consent to convey an in- 
sult to the venerated hero, which the amendment 
contemplated. And he would venture to predict 
that, if it were refused ai this session, it would not 
be at the Ides of March in another session that it 
would be passed, but at the earliest moment of the 
assembling of Congress. 

Mr. LINN, after a short explanation between 
him and the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. Mit- 
LER] as to his allusion to “political objecis” in 
bringing forward this bill, (which Mr. L. utterly 
repeiled,) referred to the following extract from 
Mr. Jefferson’s letter to Jobn B. Colvin, esq., as 
a justificaticn of the principles on which General 
Jackson acted at New Orleans; it was in relation 
to General Wilkinson’s case: 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Jefferson to John B. Colvin, 
Esquire. 


“To proceed to the conspiracy of Burr, and particularly to 
General Wilkinson’s situation in New Orleans. In judging 
this case, we are bound to consider the state of the information 
correctand incorrect, which he then possessed. He expected 
Burr and his band from above,a British fleet from below, and 
he knew there was a formidable conspiracy within the city. 
Under these circumstances, was he justifiable, lst. In seizing 
notorious conspirators, On this there can be but two opinions: 
one, of the — and their accomplices; the other, that of all 
honest men. 2d. Sending them to the seat of government, 
when the written law gavethem a right totrial in the Terri- 
tory?’ The danger of their rescue; of continuing the machina- 
tions; the tardine§Ss and weakness of the law; apathy of the 
judges; active patronage of the whole tribe of lawyers; unknown 
dispositions of the juries; an hourly expectation of the enemy; 
salvation of the city, and of the Union itself, which would have 
been convulsed to its centre, had that conspiracy succeeded—all 
these constituted a law of necessity and self-preservation, and 
rendered the salus populi supreme over the written law. The 
officer who is called to act on this superior ground, does indeed 
risk himself on the justice of the controlling powers of the Con- 
stitution, and his station makes it his duty to incur that risk. 
But those controlling powers, and his fellow-citizens generally, - 
are bound to judge according tothe circumstances under which 
he acted. They are not to transfer the information of thie place, 
or moment, to the time and place of this action; but to put them- 
selvesinto his situation. We know here that there never was 
danger of a British fleet from below, and that Burr’s band was 
crushed before itreached the Mississippi. But General Wil- 
kinson’s information was very different, and he could act on no 
other. 

“From these examples and principles you may see what I 
think on the question proposed. They do not goto the case of 
persona charged-with petty duties, where consequences are 
trifling, and ume allowed for a legal course, nor to authorize 
them to take such cases out of the written law. In these the ex- 
ample of overleaping the law is of greater evil than a strict ad- 
herence to its imperfect provisions. It is incumbent on those 
only who accept of great charges, to risk themselves on great 
occasions, when the safety of the nation or some of its very 
high interestsare at stake. An officer is bound to obey orders; 
yet he would be a bad one who should do it in cases for which 
they were not intended, and which involved the most important 
consequences. The line ofdiscrimination between cases may 
be difficult, but the good officer is bound to draw it at his own 
peril, and throw himself on the justice of his country and the 
rectitude of his motives.” 


Having thus shown that the law of necessity 
justified the declaration of martial law, he would 
now ask the Senator from New Jersey, if he had 
been placed in the same circumstances in which 
General Jackson was placed, would he have acted 
as General Jackson did? 

Mr. MILLER said that, without a_ perfect 
knowledge of every circumstance, he could not— 

Mr. LINN did not want a conditional answer. 
He merely required a definite reply, one way or 
other; for particular circumstances did not alter 
the actual fact of declaring martial law. 

Mr. MILLER said he would not have acied as 
General Jackson did. 

Mr. LINN said that was a definite answer. 
It could only be accounted for by the lawyer-like 
way in which professional gentlemen view ques- 
tions of mere a>stract principles. It amounted to 
this: that the Senator from New Jersey, with his ci- 
vilian notions, sooner than yield them would suffer a 
foreign enemy to overrun the country, and destroy 
the very Constitution itself, than suspend that Con- 
stitution fora moment, that the enemy might be 
expelled, and both country and constitution be pre- 
served. 

He did not, in saying this, impute anything per- 
sonally disrespec:{ul to the Senator from New Jer- 
sey; he only meant to illustrate that this was not 
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a subject which could be adjudged by mere techni- 
cal rules of law. It should be taken on the broad 
principles of patriotism and national honor. The 
Senator says that if he had been in General Jack- 
son’s place, he would not have declared martial 
jaw. Bat if, in consequence of that resolution, 
New Orleans became the prey of a foreign enemy 
with a formidable force, fresh with the flash of vie- 
tory from another continent, how would he stand 
justified before his conscience and his country? 
What excuse would it be for him that the dread of 
the Constitution rendered his hands powerless, and 
prosirated those energies which had been conferred 
on him for the protection of his country? 

Mr. L. then reviewed the conduct of Judge Hall 
in flying from the city, instead of remaining to ful- 
fil his duties at the most critical period of the inva- 
sion, and returning to it only when in his power to 
do mischief. He further reviewed the circumstan- 
ces which justified General Jackson, and concladed 
by invoking Senators to suffer the bill to pars in its 
original form, as they must know that in no other 
shape could it be accepted by either General Jack- 
son’s friends orhimvelf. 

Mr. BAGBY remarked, it would be recollected 
that, when this question was up last session, he 
had refrained from entering into the discussion. 
He had two reasons for thus acting; one was, be- 
cause he was satisfied then, as now, that there were 
gentlemen in that body more competent to do jus- 
tice to the question than he was; and the other, 
that the position he then occupied was different 
from bis present position. He had made ita rule 
in hfe wever,in any case, or on any occasion, or 
under any circumstances, to avail himself of the 
popularity of ethers—no matter how dearly earned 
or deserved that popularily—to advance his own 
interests, This time he occupied a different po- 
sition in regard to this question—the circumstances 
in which he was then placed no longer exist. He 
could now express his heartfelt and lively satisfac- 
tidn that en opportunity was afforded him of 





supporting this measure of justice without a pos- 


sibility of having his motives misunderstood, 
or misconstrued into consideration of popular- 
ity. According to a deep and solemn sense of 
duty, he thought the bill oughtto pass—and pess 
in the simple form in which it was presented 
to the Senate by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. 
Linn.}] Whatever might be the course of other 
gentirmen on this question, as a niatter of party 
or policy, no such considerations would enter into 
his motives, or govern the vole be should give. 
If bis voice could be heard, he would ask genile- 
mek on the other side [Whig side] not to make 
this a party question. The time was almost at 
that point when the character and services of that 
great man would not be looked upon as party prop- 
erty; but when they would be looked upon and es- 
teemed as the property of the whole people and 
whole country. He appealed to the Senators on 
the other side to discard the idea of party manage- 
ment and party tactics, in disposing of a question 
of this character; and to act as if they were called 
upon to render justice—simple and exact justice— 
to a distinguished benefactor of his country; to 
look upon it as became every American Sen- 
ator, and every American citizen with a patri- 
ot heart in his breast. He could tell Sen- 
ators on the other side, that, whatever might 
be the fate of that measure then, there was a 
time hastening when there would be an an 
swer to the principles involved in that bill— 
the time when the people would be standing round 
the grave of the hero, mourning bis ceparture—the 
time when the differences on this question, unfor- 
tunately engendered by differences of political opin- 
ion and party rancor, will be entirely erased, and 
when his acts will be judged with impartiality. He 
did not consider that the passage of this bill 
would add anything to the fame of General 


Jackson;—no, nothing; for, in the language of 


another great man, (Jefferson,) he has long since 
“filled the measure of his country’s glory.” Its pas- 
sage was not urged for the purpose of adding an- 
other wreath to adorn the brow of the patriot and 
hero, but that justice should be done him. Party 
should not pollute his motives in voting for this 
bill; for if the justice asked was for the veriest 
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Whig that ever adorned or injured the country, he 
would view this case as he now viewed it—he 
would pursue the same course as he was about to 
pursuson the present occasion. He could not find 
itia ais heart to withhold from this aged, venera- 
hie, and revered man, whether Whig or Democrat, 
any act of his which would be at all instrumental 
in smoothing the declining path of him whose sun 
soon must set. 

He again called upon the Whigs to discard those 
narrow and unworthy views of this question. He 
again repeated, that General Jackson did not stand 
in need of this measure to add to his fame, for 
the measure of his fame was full to overflowing. 

Mr. B. after making many beautiful allusions to 
the character and services of Gen. Jackson, asked 
Senators on the other side to discard party con- 
siderations in voting on this question, or to come 
up and say whether they would leave to rankle 
and fester in the heart of this aged and venerable 
hero, to disturb his last moments, the memory of 
the injustice done him. 

Mr. B. having concluded, 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut obtained the floor, 
and wi-hed to speak before the question was taken; 
but yielded the floor to 

Mr. MOREHEAD, on whose motion 

The Senate adjourned. 





tioning the right of thie subject to take pr 

of all others during the morning hour, and" 
cussed by Messrs. FILLMORE, SMITH of 
ginia, BRIGGS, WELLER, and J. R. [NGr. 
SOLL. : 

The SPEAKER overruled all objections, 
gave the floor to the gentleman from Maryland 

Mr. WM. COST JOHNSON then addr, 
the House up to the conclusion of his hoy; ; 
commenting on the report of the commitiee, 4, 
advocating his project for the issue of two bundn 
roillions of Government stock. | 
J Mr. FILLMORE called for the orders of 
ay. 

Several gentlemen endeavored to get the foo 
on the subject which had been discussed by 
gentleman from Maryland; but the Speaker deg 
ded that the morning hour had expired. 


THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. FILLMORE submitted a resolution to ter, 
minate debate at half-past 2 o’clock in Commits 
of the Whole, on the amendments of the Senate 
the army appropriation bill; and on this } 
moved the previous question. 

Mr. WI3E inquired if there was any speci 
order for to-day. 

The SPEAKER’S reply was not heard. 

Mr. WISE said he would move to go into Com 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union— 

The SPEAKER interrupted him, and reminded 
the gentleman from Virginia that the previog 
question was pepding. 

Some conversation ensued, in which Mr. UN. 
DERWOOD, the SPEAKER, Mr. GIDDINGS 
and others took part; the previous question was th 
seconded, and the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House rego} 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state o 
the Union. 

Mr. J. YOUNG hoped the gentleman from Ne 
York would allow the question to be taken on 
private bill (whose title was not stated) which w 
on the Speaker's table, and on which the previou 
question had been moved, 


Mr. FILLMORE could not consent, now th 
the time was limited on the army appropriatio 
bill. 

Mr. WISE said he should renew his motion 
take up the exchequer bill. 


Mr. FILLMORE begged the gentleman fror 
Virginia to allow the army bill to be first disposed 
of, as only two hours remained for its discussion. 

After some other conversation, the House 
solved itseif into Committee of the Whole on th 
state of the Union, (Mr. A. H. H. Sroarr in tt 
cbair,) and took up the army appropriation bill. 

The pending question was on the amendment 
the Senate, appropriating $50,000 for the improve 
ment of the Mississippi, Arkansas, Missouri, and 
Ohio rivers, during the balf calendar year endiz 
June 30th, 1843, and $100,000 for the improv 
ment of the said rivers during the fiscal year end 
ing Jane 30th, 1844. 

After an ineffectual attempt by Mr. WISE « 
have the bill set aside, for the purpose of taking 
the exchequer, 

Mr. WELLER addressed the House at consid 
erable length in favor of the appropriation. __ 

Mr. R. W. THOMPSON moved the following 
amendment to the amendment of the Senate: 

For continuing the improvements of the harbor of Chicagc 
Illinois, for the said half calendar year, twenty thousand dol 
lars; and for the said fiscal year, sixty thousand dollars. 

For continuing the improvements of the harbor of Cleveland 
Ohio, for the said half calendar year, twenty thousand do 
and for the said fiscal year, forty thousand dollars. - 

For completing the improvements of the harbor of B 
Pennsylvania, for the said alt calendar year, ten thousand do 
lars; and for the said fiscal year, twenty thousand dollars. 


For continuing the improvements of the harbor of Baffalo 
New York, for the said fiscal year, twenty thousand dollars. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faipay, February 17, 1843. 


Mr. HASTINGS presented the memorial of 91 
farmers of Columbiana county, Ohio, asking Con- 
gress to equalize the tanff, and in just reference to 
their staples of wool and hides. 

Also, the memorial of 69 farmers, of the same 
county and Siate, upon the same subject. 

Also, the memorial of 32 farmers, of the same 
county and State, npon the same subject. 

Also, the memorial of 61 farmers, of the same 
county and State, upon the same subject. 

Also, the memorial of 60 farmers, of the same 
county and State, upon the same subject. 

Also, the memorial of 37 farmers, of the same 
county and State, upon the same subject. 

Mr. KEIM presented the petition of George R. 
McFarlane and thirty-seven others, of Hollidays- 
burg, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to relieve 
Amos Kendall, late Postmaster General: referred. 

Mr. WARD presented the petition of Gilbert 
Lyon and others, praying Congress to adopt meas- 
ures for removing obstructions from Byrum river. 

Mr. GRAHAM asked leave to offer a resolution 
of inquiry. It was read and adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs inquire into 
the expediency of appropriating a sum of money sufficient to 
pay the Cherokee Indians in North Carolina for spoliations 
committed on their property by Government agents, and other 
between the 23d day of May, 1838, (the time fixed for remova 
by the treaty of 1835,) and the time when the said Indians actu- 
ally removed west of the Mississippi river. 

¢ Mr. LITTLEFIELD of Maine presented reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of that State, in relation 
to the military academy at West Point, against any 
jurther appropriation for the support of that insti- 
tution; and, also, in relation to an alteration in the 
laws regulating the Post Office Department; which, 
on his motion, were laid on the table and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BARNARD rose, and inquired whether it 
would be in order to go inio Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, 

The SPEAKER replied tbat it would. 

Mr. BARNARD expressed bis intention to move 
that the House go into committee after the morning 
hour. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked leave to report the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, with a view to 
have it printed. 

Objection was made by Mr. L. W. ANDREWS. 


THE STATE DEBTS. 


Mr. W. COST JOHNSON claimed the floor 
upon the motion of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. J. R. Incersout] to print 10,000 exira 
copies of the majority and minority reports from 
the Committee of Ways and Means on the propo- 
sition to issue $200,000,000 Government stock to 
the States. 

Various points of order were raised, all ques- 





of Genesee river, for the said half calendar year, twenty tou: 
and dollars; and for the said fiscal year, twenty-seven (house 
two hundredand forty-five dollars and forty-two cents. 

For continuing the improvements at Oswego, New York, & 
the said fiscal year, twenty-seven thousand one hu 
seventy-six dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

For completing the breakwater at Burlington, cea 
the said half calendar year, twenty thousand dollars; o 
the said fiscal year, thirty Gouna dollars. ‘oP 

For continging the improvement of the navigation of 
Hudson river, above and below Albany, in the of 
York, one hundred thousand dollars, to be expended accord 
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the plan and estimate recommended by the Secretary of 
e 


War. ing the breakwater at Plattsburg, New York, for 

Pot ori calendar year, fifteen thousand deliars; and for the 
ihe geal year, twenty-five thousand dollars. 

a repairs of pier, and preservation of harbor of New Castle, 
ne for the said half calendar year, ten thousand dollare; 
for the said fiscal year, twenty thousand dollars. 

For continuation of the Delaware breakwater, for the said 

( r year, fift thousand dollars; and for the said fis. 
ul ear, fifty thousand dollars. 
yi completing the improvements of Cape Fear river, below 
W , for the said half calendar year, ten thousand dol- 

for the said fiscal year, thirty thousand dollars. 

For improvin the navigation of Savannah river, Georgia, 
jor he said ha! calendar year, fourteen thousand dollars; and 

said fiscal year, twenty-eight thousand dollars. 

For removal of the obstructions at the mouth of Suwannee 
iver, Florida, for the said half calendar year, ten thousand dol- 
ae and for the said fiscal year, twenty thousand dollars. 

for removal of the obstructions to the channel of Mobile 

and bay, for the said half calendar year, twelve thou- 
gid five hundred dollars; and for the said fiscal year, twenty- 
jrethousand dollars. : 
preservation, repairs, and gradual completion of the 
on the lakes, other than those enumerated, for the said 
fxcal year, Sixty thousand dollars. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

For continuing the Cumberland road in Ohio, for the said 
half calendar year, fifty thousand dollars; and for the said fis- 
al) year, fifty thousand dollars. / ‘ 

For continuing the Cumberland road in Indiana, for the said 
half calendar year, seventy-five thousand dollars; and for the 
gid fiscal year, seventy-five thousand dollars. 

For continuing the Cumberland rvad in Illinois for the said 
iaifcalendar year, seventy-five thousand dollars; and for the 
aidfiscal year, seventy-five thousand dollars. 

Por arrearages due for expenses incurred in making a sur- 
vey and estimate for the location of the Cumberland road from 
Vandalia, llineis, to Jefferson City, Missouri, as required by 
resolution of the Senate of January thirty, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-nine, for the said fiscal year, one thou- 
and three hundred and fifty-nine dollars and eighty-one 
cents. 

Mr. MALLORY raised a question of order; and 
contended that the amendment (which is a trans- 
cript of the “harbor bill’) could not be entertained 
jnconnexion with this bill. 

Mr. SPRIGG requested the gentleman from In- 


diana [Mr. Toompson] to withdraw the amend- 
ment. 
The CHAIR decided the amendment to be in or- 


der. 

Mr. RICHARD W. THOMPSON then ad- 
dressed the committee up to the expiration of his 
hour, in favor of the amendment, 

Mr. SPRIGG took the floor at 2 o’clock, and 
addressed the committee for half an hour against 
iheamendment of the gentleman from Indiana, 
[Mr. Trompson,] and against large appropriations 
generally; but in favor of the adoption of some 
measures for the improvement of the Western wa- 
(ers, 


Mr. RICHARD W. THOMPSON then modi- 
fed his amendment, by adding a proviso that 
$25,000 of the appropriation for the States of Ohio, 
lodiana, and Illinois, be applied to the construc- 
ion of a bridge across the Ohio river, at Wheeling. 

Mr. BROCK WAY then moved to amend the 
amendment of Mr. R. W. Tompson, by substi- 


tating for it the harbor bill reported by the Com- 
hittee on Commerce. 


Mr. R. W. THOMPSON contended that the 
amendment of Mr. Brockway was not in order. 
The amendment of the Senate could be amended, 
but no two amendments could be offered at the 
same time. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment of the 
Seuate was in the nature of an original proposition; 
and, therefore, a motion to amend it could be 
amended, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Brock- 
ong pent, and it was rejected—ayes 45, 
Mr. HOWARD offered an amendment to the 
amendment, making appropriations for the im- 
provement of the river Raisin, Lake St. Clair, and 
ther rivers in Michigan: rejected. 

Mr. BOTTS offered an amendment to the 
imendment, appropriating $50,000 for improving 

navigation of the James river, below Rich- 
mond: rejected. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST offered an amendment to 

amendment, apprepriating $10,000 for the im- 
provement of the navigation of Providence river: 
Tejected. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL offered an amendment 
0 the amendment appropriating, $10,000 for the 
peakwater at Sandy Bay, Massachusetts: re- 
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Mr. MALLORY offered an amendment to the 
amendment, appropriating $30,000 for the comple- 
tion of the locks at the nor:hern termination of the 
Dismal Swamp Cana): rejected. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN offered an amendment to the 
amendment, appropriating $80,000 for the marine 
hospitals on the Western waters: rejected. 

Mr. GOODE of Ohio offered an amendment to 
the amendment, appropriating $70,000 tor removing 
the bar and other obstructions in the Maumee 
river: rejected. 

Mr. FESSENDEN offered an amendment to the 
amendment, appropriating $30,000 for the continua- 
tion of the breakwater at Portland, Maine: re- 
jected. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut offered an 
amendment to the amendment, appropriating 
$30,000 for the improvement of the Thames river: 
rejected. 

Mr. TOLAND offered an amendment to the 
amendment, appropriating $10,000 for the repair of 
the piers at Reedy Island, on the Delaware: re- 
jected. 

Mr. CROSS offered the following amendment 
to the amendment: 


For completing the military road from Memphis, in the State 
of Tennessee, westwardly, passing through the State of Ar- 
kansas, to the frontier of said State. [Amount not stated. } 


This was also rejected. 

Mr. BLAIR offered an amendment to the amend. 
ment, appropriating $5,000 for the improvement 
of the harbor of Whiiehall, New York: rejected. 

Mr. YORKE offered an amendmentto the amend- 
ment appropriating $5,000 for the improvement 
of ———— river: rejecied. 

Mr. CALHOUN offered an amendment to the 
amendment, appropriating $5,000 for the improve- 
ment of the entrance into the harbor of Beverly, 
Massachusetts: rejected. 


The question was then taken on Mr. R. W. 
THOMPSON’s amendment to the amendment of the 
Senate, and it was rejected—ayes 61, noes, 96. 


The question then recurred on the question of 
concurrence with the amendment of the Senate; 
on which tellers were demanded, and Messrs. Mit- 
LER and Morris were appointed; and they reported 
93 in the affirmative, and 98 in the negative, 

So the amendment was not concurred in. 

The committee concurred in the amendment, in- 
serting the words “ihe District of Columbia” after 
the word “Territories,” in the section which re- 
quired that cadets should be residents of the dis- 
tric's, Territories, or District of Columbia, from 
which they professed to be appointed. 

The committee did not concur in the amendment 
which gave power to appoint ten cadets “‘at large;” 
the vote in the affirmative, as taken by Messrs. W. 
O. ButLer and Cave Jounson, tellers, being but 40. 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill 
to the House. 


Mr. R. W. THOMPSON in the House renew- 


' ed the motion to amend, which he had submitied 


in the Committee of the Whole; and on that he 
moved the previous question, and called for the 
yeas and nays. 


Mr. W. 0. BUTLER moved that the House ad- 
journ. 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON raised a question of or- 
der in relation to the relevancy of the amendment 
of the gentleman from Iadiana, [Mr. R. W. 
THOMPSON ] 


The SPEAKER overruled the point of order, 

After a few words from Messrs. MOORE, FILL- 
MORE, WARREN, and others, 

Mr. PICKENS renewed the motion to adjourn; 
which was negatived. 

The question was then taken on seconding the 
previous question, which was agreed to; and the 
main question was ordered to be put, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON called for the yeas and 
nays on the amendment of the gentleman from In- 
diana, [Mr. R. W. Tuompson,] and they were or- 
dered; but, as a division was called for, they“ were 
taken on the first branch of the amendment, making 
appropriations for various harbors and internal 
improvements. This division comprehends all of 
the amendment, as above printed, except that which 
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makes an approjriation for continuing the Cum- 
berland road. 


The House refused to adopt it—yeas 74, nays 
132, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J, 
Andrews, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, Board- 
man, Brewster, Briggs, Jeremiah Brown, Casey, Childs, Chit- 
tenden, John C. Ciark, Staley N. Clarke, Jamea Cooper, 
Cowen, Garrett Davis, Dean, John Edwards, Everett, Ferris, 
Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Patrick G. Goode, Gran- 
ger, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irvin, William W. 
Irwin, James, Andrew Kenuedy, Lane, McKennan, Samson 
Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maynard, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, 
Oliver, Pearce, Pendleton, Plumer, Randolph, Ridgway, Riggs, 
Saltonstall, Slade, Stokely, tration, J. T. Stuart, Sweney, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
lett, Van Buren, Van Rensselaer, Waliace, Edward D. White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Winthrep, Yorke, and John Young 
—74. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Arnold, Arrington, Barton, Beeson, 
Bidlack, Black, Botts, Bowne, Boyd, Brockway, Bronson, 
Aaron V. Brown, Burke, William Butler, William O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwelt, Patrick C. Caldwell, Calhoun, John 
Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thos. J. Campbell, Caru- 
thers, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cranston, Cravens, Cross, Cushing, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Doig, Eastinan, Joho C. Edwards, Fessen- 
den, John G. Floyd, Charies A. Floyd, Fornance, Thomas F, 
Foster, Gambie, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, William 0, 
Goode, Gordon, Graham, Green, Gwin, Hall, Halsted, 
Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, 
John P. Kennedy, King, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, Lowell, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Alfred 
Marshall, Thomas F. Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Max- 
well, Medill, Meriwether, Miller, Mitchell, Moore, Newhard, 
Osborne, Owsley, Payne, Pickens, Pope, Powell, Rameey, 
Alex. Randa!l, Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Reynolds, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, William Russell, J. M. Russell, Sanford, Saunders, 
Sewell, Shepperd, Shields, William Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, 
Steenrod, A. H. H, Stuart, Summers. Sumter, Taliaferro, John 
B. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Trotti, Trumbull, Turney, 
Underwood, Ward, Warren, Washington, Watterson, Weller, 
Westbrook, Joseph L. White, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, 
and Wood—132. 


The question recurred upon the second division 
of the amendment, which related to the continua- 
tionfof the Cumberland road in the States of Obio, 
Indiana, and Ililincis—Mr. THompson baving 
se modified it as te exclude any appropriation for 
a bridge at Wheeling, Virginia. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, and taken, 
and this portion of the amendment rejected by a 
yote of—yeas 65, nays 127, as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Beeson, Blair, Boardman, Brockway, 
Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, Burnell, Calhoun, Casey, Chil 
John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, 
Cravens, Cross, Garrett Davis, Dean, John Edwards, Fessen- 
den, Fillmore, Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Hastings, Henry, 
Hudson, James Irvin, James, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Lane, McKennan, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Medill, Mor- 


gan, Morris, ,Morrow, Newhard, Pendleton, Alex. Randall, 
Rayner, Reynolds, Ridgway, William Russell, Saltonstall, 


| Steenrod, Stokely, John T. Stuart, Richard W. Thompson, Til- 


linghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Van Rens- 
selaer, Wallace, Weller, Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Wil- 
liams, Winthrop, and John Young— 665, 

NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Arnold, Arrington, Babcock, Barton, 
Bidlack, Birdseye, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, William Butler, 
William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Cald- 
well, John Campbeil, William B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbell, Caruthers, Chapman, Chittenden, Clifford, Coles, 
Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cranston, Daniel, Richard D, 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Doig, Eastman, Johan C. Edwarda, 
Egbert, Everett, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, For- 
nance, A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, 
Gentry, Gerry, Gilmer, Goggin, Willian O. Goode, Gordon, 
Graham, Green, Gwin, Hall, Halsted, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Howard, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Joves, King, Lewis, Linn, Littlefield, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Mallory, Marchand, Al- 
fred Marshall, John Thomson Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Meriwether, Mitchell, Moore, Osborne, Owsley, 
Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Pow- 
ell, Ramsey, Randolph, Reding, Rencher, Riggs, ers, 
James M. Russell, Sanford, Saunders, Shepperd, Shields, 
Slade, William Smith, Snyder, Sprigg, Stratton, Alexander 
H. H. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 
son, Jacob Thompson, Tfotti, Turney, Underwood, Ward, 
Warren, Washington, Watterson, Westbrook, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Wise, Wood, and Yorke—127. 


The secord amendment of the Senate, appro- 
priating $9,000 for certain barracks, was concurred 
in; also the amendment directing the survey of a 
ship channel from Albemarle sound to the Atlantic 
ocean. 

The next amendment, appropriating $2,000 for 
carrying on meteorological observations at the mil- 
itary posts, under the superintendence of the Sur- 
geon General, came up on the question of concur- 
ring with the Commitee of the Whole in their rec- 
ommendation that it be rejected. [This is for Pro- 
fessor E»spy’s scheme. ] 

The yeas and nays were asked for, but refased. 

Tellers were ordered [Messrs Cave Jonson and 
L. W. Anprews,] who reported, (after much con- 
fusion, and a second count,) ayes 91, noes 103, 
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So the House rejected the recommendation of 
the Committee of the Whole; and, therefore, the 
amendment of the Senate is agreed to. 

The next question that came up was on concur- 
ring in the report of the committee rejecting the 
amendment of the Senate, which went to authorize 
the appointment of 10 cadets at large, and one 
from the District of Columbia, in addition to one 
from each congressional district, as provided for in 
the originai bill. 

On taking the question on this amendment, the 
report of the commiltee was concurred ip, and 
consequently the amendment of the Senate was 
negatived. 

The next question was on the amendment of the 
Senate appropriating $100,000 for the improvement 
of the Obio, Missour:, Mississippi, and Arkansas 
rivers; and the question was pat in the form of 
concurring in the amendment of. the Senate, and 
decided in the affirmative—yeas 105, nays 89, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Mesars. Adams, Landaff W. Andrews, Baker, Barton, 
Beeson, Boardman, Borden, Bowne, Boyd, Briges, Bronson, 
Milton Brown, Jeretaiah Brown, William O. Buter, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Thomas J, Cambell, Caruthers, Casey, 
Childs, Staley N, Clarke, James Cooper, Cowen, Cravens, 
Cross, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Dawson, Dean, Joho Edwards, 
John ©. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, For- 
nance, A. Lawrence Foster, Gentry, Gerry, Patrick G. Goode, 
Granger, Green, ao, Hays, Henry, lindson, Charles J. 
Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, Jack, James, Isaac 
D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, McKennan, 
Marchand, Thomas F. Marshall, Mathiot, Medill, Miller, Mitch- 
ell, Moore, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, 
Pearce, Pendleton, Plumer, Pope, Benjamin Randall, Alexan- 
der Randall, Reynolds, Ridgway, William Russell, James M. 
Russell, Saltonstall, Slade, Sprigg, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, 
Alexander H. H, Stuart, John T. Stuart, Summers, John B. 
Thompson, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tilling- 
haat, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer. 
Wallace, Washington, Weller, Westbrook, Edward D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Thomas W. Williams, and Winthrop—105, 

NAYS—Messrs. Sherlock J. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, 
Aycrigg, Babcock, Bidlack, Birdseye, Biack, Blair, Brewster, 
Charles Brown, Buike, William Butler, Green W. Caldwell, 
Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, Chapman, Chittenden, 
John C. Clark, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, 
Cranston, Daniel, Richard D. Davis, Deherry, Doig, Eastman, 
Everett, John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, ‘Thomas F. Foster, 
Gamble, Gates, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. Goode, Gordon, 
Graham, Hall, Halsted, Hopkins, Houston, Howard, Hubard, 
Hunter, Hunt, Cave Johoson, John W. Jones, Lewis, Linn, 
Littlefieid, Robert McClelian, McKay, Mallory, Alfred Marsh&all, 
Samgon Mason, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Meriwether, 
Morgan, Oliver, Partridge, Payne, Pickens, Powell, Ramsey, 
Randolph, Reding, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, Shepperd, Snyder, 
Stratton, Sumter, Taliaferro, Tomlinson, Trott, Turney, War. 
ren, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Wood, Yorke, and John 
Young—89. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, here reported, on leave, the civi! and 
diplomatic appropriation bill for the half calendar 
year ending the 30th Jane, 1843, and the fiscal year 
beginning on the 1:t July, 1843, and ending on the 
30th June, 1844; which was referred tou the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, February 18, 1843. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
alte a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting copies of accounts rendered by 
the agents for disbursements to Indiavs; which, 


On motion by Mr. EVANS, was ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 


Also, laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Treasury Department, in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate, calling upon that depart- 
ment for information of what was done by it with 
the appropriation for the erection of a marine hos- 
pital at or near Ocracoke iniet, trausmilling cor- 
respondence upon the subject; which was, 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial and pro- 
ceedings of a meceting of citizens of Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania, iv favor of the issue of $200,000,000 
of stock by the Federal Government, based on the 
public lands, to be distributed to the States in a rep- 
resentative ratio, for their relief; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, presented a memorial from citizens of 
Erie couniy, Pennsylvania, urging upon Congress 
the propriety of passing a law (o restore Mr, Ken- 
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dall to bis personal liberty; which was referred to 


the Committee on Clairss. 

Mr. BAGBY presented joint resolutions, adopted 
by the Legislature of Alabama, in favor of a te- 
duction of the price of the public Jands in that 
State, which have been frequently in the market, 
and could not be sold at the present Government 
price: ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. McROBERTS presented a memorial from 
Wa. H. Briggs and others, of Macoupin county, 
I!linois, maintaining that all international difficul- 
ties can be settled by a reference to some friendly 
power, and asking the Senate to exercise its con- 
stitntional power, and insert an article in all future 
treaties by which, in a last resort, such difficulties 
may be decided by an umpire mutually agreed 
upon by the parties: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that they do pass, House bills for 
the relief of George P. Pollen and Robert Colegate, 
and for the relief of S. Morris Waln. 

Mr. E., from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of Benjamin Adams & Co., and others; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. E., from the same committee, reported 
back, without amendment, House bill for the re- 
lief of Thomas Weaver and Jacob Heyberger, 
sureties of the Norristown and Valley Railroad 
Company. 

Mr. E., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred a memorial from importers of Ger- 
man goods in the city of Philadelphia, praying the 
regulation by Congress of the value of German 
coin, reported a bili to fix the value of certain for- 
eign moneys of account, in computations at the 
custom-house; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. McROBERTS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 
ferred the joint resolution of the Senate author- 
izing the Postmaster General to contract with 
Messrs. E. B. & S. Ward for carrying the mail 
from Chicago to St. Joseph, made a report, ac- 
companied by a resolution, in favor of the rejec- 
tion of the joint resolution. 

Also, reported back from the same commitiee, 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill for 
the relief of John W. Skidmore. The reports, in 
both these cases, were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, reporied a bill granting a pension to 
William McPherscn; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. . 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the above 
bill was taken up as in committee of the whole; 
and there beiug no motion to amend, it was reported 
to the Sénate, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


DEAF, DUMB, BLIND, AND INSANE. 


Mr. SMITH of Indiana rose to ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill granting land to the several States 
for the education of the deaf, dumb, and blind, and 
for the relief of insane persons. 

Mr. 8. said, a word of explanation from him, un- 
der the circumstances, might be proper. The bill 
was precisely similar to the one he had introduced 
at the last session. At that time he bad made a 
few remarks, and bad presented some statistics on 
the subject. At that time be knew that it was ex- 
pected that he would bring up for consideration the 
subject at this session. Such was then his inten- 
tion; but he had not been able to do so at an earli- 
er period, and he confessed that he had little or no 
prospect of seeing a final vote taken on the propo- 
sition at this session. Still, he desired to keep the 
matter inthe eye of the Senate and the country 
until action could be bad. He wished to say, be- 
fore retiring from the Senate, that the subject was 
near his heart; and he believed it to be one of the 
measures that would finally enlist in its favor the 
philanthropy and best wishes of the Senate and the 
country. He would not detain the Senate; he rose 
merely to exclude, by a single remark, the conclu- 
sion that he had in any degree abandoned the 
measure, or despaired of its success. 

The bill was received, read @ first and second 
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time, and referred to the Committee on the py, 
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Lands. = 
Several bills from the House were 
and referred to appropriate committees, neal = 
The bill for the relief of Thomas King, of 7 a 
nessee, was read the third time, and passed, : = 
_.» Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso) 
tion; which was read end adopted, viz: tt 
0 That the Se ; 
siemanae to the Senste the toial amon 2 me 
cent. of the net proceeds of the sales of the public lands er ba 
send fou Onubiciend ts tho Fonnaytnanhs 1m nos a 
Cumberland to the Ohio river. sriiaune Maes and alee ty 4 
Mr. YOUNG of Illinois presented the pejjt. mony 
of Rose Howe (late Rose Bailly) of Hlinois, pra BY 
ing the relinguishment of the reversionary oo the d 
est of the United States to two sections of lui fm al 
reserved to the daughiers of Mo-nee, by her of 20 
husband, Joseph Bailly, by the treaty wih hee ole, 
Pottawatomies of the Prairie and Kankakee Bana; ~ 
made at Camp Tippecanoe on the 20th of Ociobe: pall 
1832; which, on his motion, was referred to nim ‘elt! 


Commitiee on Public Lands. 


fe 


Mr. BAYARD, from the Commitiee on Nayg ance ¢ 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, ame & 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the bil W 
from the House for the relief of John Wolf inset 
enden. of th 

THE QUESTION OF ASSUMPTION. IM 2 

The CHAIR announced that the resolution 
moved by the Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives; in 
concerning the assumpiion of the debts of them publi 
States, and the pending amendments, were in od °°" 
der. Fe 

Mr. BARROW moved to lay the resolutions om the f 
the table. Re 

Mr. WALKER demanded the yeas and na for th 
oa the motion; which were ordered. ernm 


Mr. RIVES hoped the Senator would consid [!® 
the vote on the motion a test question on the re Jegiti 
olutions. one 

Mr. WALKER remarked that he would no J 
take it as any test of the opinion of the Senate; fog Unite 


if the resolutions were now laid upon the table, h on 
~ should, on every morning during the session, moval timel: 


to take them up; and if be should fail in that (fm edsui 


- fort to get a voie on the resolutions, he would hin ase 
self introduce resoluiions upon the subject, to tefl tion « 
the sense of the Senate. all ki 

Mr. BARROW said, in voting, he should no en 
consider ita test vole. He deemed this rema ation 
called for, in consequence of the remarks of — 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Rives] and the Senatog@i jc ja, 
from Mississippi [Mr. Waker } sities 

The question was then put on the motion to lym #!)% 







on the table, and decided in the negative—yeas % 
nays 22, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, Clayte 
Crafts, Crittenden, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Smith of Indiana, 8p 
‘Tallmadge, White, and Woodbridge—20. 

NAYS—Messts. Allen, Archer, Bagby, Benton, Buch 
Calhoun, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McDuffie, McRob 
Rives, Smith of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Pees. 2 
Wilcox, Williams, Woodbary, Wright, and Young-2 

The CHAIR then announced that the resolatic 
of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Rivss] were} 


fore the Senate, as follows: 





















































‘ lion; 
Resolved, That another of the prominent causes which te part 
to prolong and increase the financial embatrassments of ¢ ae 
country, and to retard the ultimate restoration of public dilit 
private credit, is the uncertainty and suspense (hi first, 
over the policy of this Government, in regard t % sens 
debis of the States, by the agitation of projects for « 
virtual assumption of those debts by the authorities clan 
the Union; that while this uncertainty is per ame 
exist, its mischievous effect is to foster delusive hop mat: 
of relief from a quarter whence it can_never legiti 
ly proceed, and to divert the attention of the indebted & kner 
from that timely and energetic application of their own did 
sources to the fulfilment of their engagements, W the 
would otherwise make, and which is the sole natural and pr 
er reliance for the liquidation of their respective lt Brot 
and it is, therefore, urgently demanded by the interests of | and 
parties immediately concerned, as well as by those of tee 
country at large, that should now and 
equivocally declare the views it entertains of ppropr Vol} 





and constitutional sphere of its powers and duties in relavon Gay yet 
this subject. 

Resolved, That, in the fundamental division and 
of political power established by the Constitution betweee 
Government of the Union those of the several § 
there is no power or authority given to the former tf 
for the payment of the debts incurred by the latter, in > 
their undoubted competence, and within their separate! 
clusive jurisdiction; that any attempt by the Guneral a 
ment thus to assume, and impose upon the people 


Union, the debts of individual States, would be not merely 
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